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returned, tt only 
or rather about nine 
Now my att 
looking 
I reside How many more errors there 
in the book Lceannot say, for | ha 
to ascertain; but | meee ase these errors 
from my memory alone. I dare say that every 
centleman in this Hall ean, from his own me mory, 
make the statement in reference to his own 
section « mantr point out similar 
corrections whith should be made. 
Mr. WASEHLBURNE, of [linois. 
man from W isc 


nearly ¢ 


ears ta conta ten thousand, 





thousand five hundred. 

ention was drawn to thi- naturally 
at the returns for the county in which 
re may be 
ve not the means 


e } 
farmed 





Same § 
f the ec y, and can 
“ie ; 
The gent 
-onsin [Mr. Eastman] resides in 
he same part of the country that i do—in 
that part which is Known as the 
trict’’—the lead mines of 
to ascertain fre 


of that work, he has found anything which goes 








‘mineral dis 


—_— 
nwesf. 


the nort 
mm him whether, in his examination 


to show that we have any mineral product there 

Mr. EASTMAN, Lanswer, Nota single 
Our staple last year amounted to 
of d: p 


word. 
millions 
a little less, and 





two 
lars, the year before it was 
yet nat asingle line, ora single figure in the whole 
of that hook, shows that there is any such thing 
in the whole States of Wisconsin and Illinois, as 
a pound of pig-lead, or any mineral whatever. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Ifthe gventle- 
man will allow mea single word of explanation, 
{ will say that that part of 
braces the statisties 
printed at ail. 
being printed, 


the census which em- 
of industry has 

The last Con rress forbade their 
and that is the reason why the 

Wisconsin does not find the sta- 
subject to which he refers. It ts for 
the House to say whether those statistics shail be 
printed at all or not. I suppose that 
future time the Committee on 
a proposition before the House, the object of 
which will be to have them determine whether 
they shall be printed or not. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Why not publish them 
altogether? 

Mr. STANTON. 


it improper to 


never been 


gentleman from 
tistics of the 


at some 
Printing will bring 


The last Congress thought 
have them printed, on 
of their want of reliability. The 
mittee, and the House Committee 
have that subject under 
will, at some future time, 
conclusion upon it. 
eannot be published in the form now 
the octavo form. They must be published in the 
quarto form, if at all. 

The Committee on Printing did not propose, by 
this resolution, to touch that matter now. 
desire to omit an immense amount of details, and 
thereby save to the country a large sum of money 
in the publication of the book. This small book 
P roposed to be published will be useful to all read- 
ers. Individuals who desire 


account 
Senate Com- 
on Printing, 
consideration now, and 
make a report of their 
When they are printed, they 


prepose don 


They 


to consult them can 





The aggregate population of the county of Grant, in 
the State at Wisconsin, in 1850, was 16,169. “Phe 
ing table, @n page 920, purports ta give the 

county, and the aggregate population of each. 


Tuble II.—Po 


tollow 
towns in this 


pulation, by Subdiris 


2 ion of Counties. 
6—Grant County. 





Cities, towns, townships, 


Whites 
districts, | 


Free Cold. 


wirisites, pre 














cinets, Wards, hun 
sds. &e. . . 

dreds, &« M I rot. M I 
PF MNIMNOTS o.i5 ccc di es ceen 183, 142 - 2 
DERE Geo wares banede%s 418) G45 76 l l 
SRGMe Gemehisis an ckvasees 1019, S21 iso + | 
NN ssc na usecusdenn 332, 265 393 97 
SOGOU 6 66eca wedvas 192, 273 OE ] - l 665 
RUM Keds tktw cewe wwe $06) QA SF 580 
PRnteccameeesa Seen 10 10 1 1 391 
ep | eee ee 1182) Yar 2] l } 2171 
Smether’s Grove........ 409) 320 Fr - 729 
We MUD vaic condtesisces d73, 471 1044 - - ‘1044 

a10 


Six towns, which with those namedinthe table 


compose 
the county,.toe wit 





Potosi, Beetown Cassville, P 
Waterloo, and Laneaster—the latter the shire, or eounty 
town—with an ag 7,062, are entirely 
Omitted, aud are not foundin the whole bouk. 


11 


erewate pop ition of 


laces in th 
posited, 
the country. 

My mean objection to extend- 
to be pr nted beyond that contem- 
that error 
throughout the land. I 


ess thereto at the | 


} 
} 
counties where they will be de 


e various 


and in the 
numerous Irbraries of 

Mr. EASTMAN. 
ing the number 
plated in the 


i ¢ j 
disseminated 


resolution, Is shall not be 
set out with 

Well, 
‘if we 
we can- 
thing. SAY, then, 
full of errors, we 
enough of it. I do not want 
worse than is. We 
already, and we do 
information, coming officially from 
b . to be disseminated, whi g 
rae tice, | think the 
“Mr. BISSELL 


cen 


the remark that the book was 


act ording t 


gle a 
o the lanwyage of anol ld adag 

e too much of a 
bad 


book Is 


eannot hav sood thing, 


not have too little of a 
that inasmuch -as the 

have already had 
my own State 
are few e) 
hot Wat t 


to appear 
ough in humbers 
this 
h does us such gross 
number is large enough. 
That there are errors in the 
report is quite likely. To expect that 
be put out in 
error 1s 
s correc 





such 
this cout try 
absurd. In my own 
ta document of the kind 
ever had, or need ever expect to get. 
{ think that mv colleague, |Mr. RicHaARpDson,] 


fenerany so neat 


will ever 
from 


document 


totally free 





Opinion, th 





as we have 


lyricht, was partially wrong yes- 
terday, in his re 
tially, but net 


mark upon this sut yect—ypar- 

wrone. Hels right in 
vend quite t 
I think heis wrong when he proposes to 
commence retrenchment by withhol ding the | mibli- 


cation ot 


altogether 
saying that we ex} 


oo much money upon 
pr bhitinge. 


the census report. J think it ie most 


important information to be 


disseminated among 
the people of anything which we order to be print- 
ed. I exc ept nothing. The book contains statis- 
ties which lie at the foundation of our greatness, of 
our prosperity, and of our glory; and | want every 
man who is in the habit of priding himself upon 


these things, who glories in the 


country, to be able to give a reason for the faith 
that is in him. 


prosperity of his 


l want this document condensed 
insucha shape and form as shall level it to the com- 
prehension of all men of ordinary understanding. 
Then, in that form, | want to send it 
through the country to every 
neighborhood too. 
reason to complain of our expenditures in the 
matter of printing; but, trust me, they will not 
complain of this. Commence : 
in other matte 
tleman from 

expended a 


liberally 
, hamlet, and 
has 


town 


The country had some 


your retrenchment 
I agree in opinion with the gen- 
Vermont, [Mr. Mreacuam,] having 
million and a half of dollars in collect- 
ing the information contained in this report, that 
it is very mistaken economy which would now 
lock itup and exelude it from the hands of the 
people for whom it was designed. 





I am in favor 
of the proposition of the committee to print the re- 
port, and L hope that the 
adopted. 

Mr. STRAUB. I 


chairman of the 


proposition will be 
rise merely to inquire of the 
committee whether it is contem- 
plated in the work which is proposed to be printed, 
to insert some of the most important tables relating 
to certain branches of our industry which are now 
entirely omitted? [ have not examined the work 
thoroughly, but itis said that itabounds tn errors 
lam not prepared to make that charge, because I 
have not examined the work; but from what | 
hear, I suppose it is a fact, that there are omis- 
sions of vital importance to a large portion of the 
people of a few of our States at least. I speak 
now, of the mineral production of this country. 
l understand that there is not a line or figure in 
the work upon that subject. If it is not contem- 
plated to insert in the aed statistics relating to 
this Important item of information, in which the 
eople of the whole count ry have a deep interest, 
I, for one, cannot support the resolution. 

Mr. SKE L TON. [| rise for the purpose of ad- 
vocating the amendment proposed by the 
honorable centleman Vermont, [Mr. Mea- 
I think this document s} printed, 


and ecireula throughout our 


just 
from 
CHAM. | suld be 
d to the largest extent 


eount 





Te 
j HY lemands from my district for pub- 
lie do iment vot ie kind i 


amount of one hut 


extensive, and if the 
idred thousand was doubled I 
) should not be able to supply the wants of my con- 


stituents 


in my district. 
extravavant 


While lam opposed to 


expenditures in the G vernment— 


wl ile I &til Oo} yr sed to a distril ution oi books to 


favor of 
disseminating among the people the greatest 


ourselves, in any st ape or form—lI am in 


amounc of intelligence which is consistent with 


the public interest. 


1 think it is a mistaken notion of economy to 
su} pose tha t the eX] enditure of thirty or Sixty 
thousand dollars by this Government, for the 


pur- 
i 


pose of disseminating information and intelligence 
: 


among the people, is an unwise expenditure, or 


that the money would be badly spent. I believe 
that such expenditures will return in the pros- 
peril y of the people { the cout try one hundred 
fold increased; | belheve that on the 4 f 


principle Ot 
econonhiy—upon the most rigid 


_— oe . 
principle of econ- 


omy—we are promoting the interest of the coun- 
try by printing the largest number of this Abstract 
of the Census, which has been publisl ed. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin {Mr. East- 
MAN] objects that this document shows the sta- 
tistics of his State upon too small a seale Now, 


it is for this very reason that the publication of 


important. It 
| hope the 

I 
irculate as many 


his constituents as 


these decennial censuses Is the more 


rut) try. 
leman from Wisconsin will « 


shows the prosper! ty of the e 
gent 
copies of this report among 
possible, that they 


nial census ist 


e, wnen 
1 pid ith 


may Se 
iken, the 

and population his Stat l make. 
Look at the progress of the State of Ohio and of 
the other States in the creat West in population, 
and in every industry, and see with 
what rapidity that great country has grown up. 
Why, sir, f can recollect, young as I am, 


r when 
the preat State of Ohio was nothing but a western 


the next decen- 
in wealth 
eis in tking, ind W il 


erease 





branch ( f 


wilderness. 
Now, I look with - 
western States. 


de to the growth of these 
When I recur to the statistics of 
the country, as snibliahad in the 
and see the small popula 


tormer 
tion they exhibit, 
present 


censuses, 
Il say,l 
of the 
look forward with pride in antici- 
what it is destined to become. 

like to have these 
as many 
ted States as] 


come after us 


look with condition 


pride at the 
rreat W est, and 
pation of 

I would 


libraries oF 


placed in the 
families throughout the Uni- 


iON sible, 


reco! ds 


that the generations which 
may look back upon the records of 
the p eas wd then look at the present condition of 
he country with pride and exultation. 

A knowledge of those 
f the human mind, 


stimulate the 
They will have their 
influence in stimulating the patriotism, the indus- 
try, and the enterprise of the American people. 
And they will have = influence throughout the 
world. When the hi story of the st 


atistics of the 
United States go forth to the world, as they are 
! 


about doing, showing to the rotten monarchies of 
Europe, which*have — a stationary condi- 
tion for centuries past, what a mighty nation has 
sprung up within the limits almost of one genera- 


tion, they will not be without their influence. 


These 

appea 
i 

rence 


Statistics 





action o 


things appeal to our patriotism—they 
lto our They stimulate our intelli- 

they increase our energies, and, for one, I 
would like them to go forth to the world in as ex- 
tensive aform as possible consistent with the 
public ne 1 therefore feel it my duty to 
advocate upon this floor the printing of the largest 
number of this document which has yet been sug- 
gested. I hopethe amendment wil ll be adopted by 
the Tlouse. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I 


favor of 


pride. 


have always been in 
printing the largest number of 
documents, and I have never considered it an 
extravagant expenditure by Congress of the pub- 
lic money. I feel it to be my duty, and acting 
from the impulses which should govern our con- 
duct here, I believe it to be our duty to give all the 
information In our power to our constituents, and 

e them the information as to the 
their public servants here, and as to the 
different 
and acting from 
printing the largest nun nber 
of copies of this census report recommended to 


public 


to giv means of 


action of 


action of their public servants in the 


denartments of the Government, 


this peu 


ef, | shal £O for 








by printed by the Committee on Public Print- 


Viere are in my district some fifty or a liundred 
public jibraries—voluntary associations of men, 
01 ranized for the benefit of their fellow creatures. 
have upon my table one hundred and fifty or 
two hit dred letters from paren in the city and 
county of Philadelphia, and especially in my own 
ai trict, an sking that the -y niay ve pullin poss 
of copies of the census. 
Now, as IT understand the resolution reported 


by the Committee on Printing, it 


ession 


provides fora 
compendium of the statistics that have already 
} 2 


been published, and Ltake it for grat 


errors have 





occurred, an Opportunity 





forded for the Superintendent of the us to 
correct those errors. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin refers to the 


fact, that the number of inhabitants in a certain 
county in his State is not correctly stated. 1 can 
easily understand why that is the case. The cen- 
taken two or three years azo, and the 
probability is that since that thie there has been 


sus wi 


a laree increase of the number of inhabitants in 
\ 


that county, as there has been all over the [ nlon,. 


‘There h is, perhaps, been an increase of several 
millions of inhabitants in the whole 
the last census was taken. 

I take it for granted that the statistics are as 


nearly correct as itis possible to 


Union since 





imperfect manner in which the 
sometimes makes me wonder that the results are 
as correctas they are. [ regret to say that in the 
selection of deputy marsh 
as is unfortunate ly the case in all the other opera- 
tions of the Government—siiflicient care Is not 
Polit- 
ical ar is exercised in making the choice 
s for that purpose, rather than a regard to 
the abi! ity the y possess, rear itis therefore not to 
be wondered at, that errors have occurred in pre- 
paring the tables. 

Another reason may, perhaps, be found in the 
change of the Superintendent of the C ensus. | 
do not pretend to say that it is so, because I do 
not know it to be the f ct; but I willsay, 
arraigning anybody w! 
that ch: ns re, that it did not meet the upprobation 
of my j I foment. I considered the gentleman who 
was first a ted as Supe rintendent of the Census, 

ninently capable for the performance of the du- 
tie sof that office; and I took occasion to show, by 
my vote upon this floor, how well convinced ‘| 
was of the entire fidelity with which he conducted 
that important Department of the Government. 

Ti here are public libraries in my district to which 
I feel it to be my duty always to pe the public 
documents which are given to me in trust for dis- 
tribution. I makeit a pointtos F ly public insti- 
tutions first, and individuals afterwards; and I 
have answered almost every iadicidaal who has 
written to me, asking for copies of the census, 
that I cannot comply with the request unless Con- 
gress adds to the number of copies placed in the 
hands of members for distribution. 

Speaking for my constituents—a part, and pe r- 
mit me to say,a very important partof the people 
of this nation—I have felt it my duty, in this humble 
manner, briefly to state the reasons why I shall 
vote for the largest number of these documents, 
and toa sk the House to vote the additional num- 
ber,in order that this information may be p roperly 
distributed among the people, to whom it belongs: 
and if there are errors in it, they ean be corrected 
by the statistical papers made up inthe different 
States and counties in the Union. C ertainly i 
will afford a basis for a proper calculation of ae 
population, and the great manufacturing and agri- 
cultural interests of this country; and when another 
census comes to be taken, a knowledge of the 
error committed in the making up of the present 

able, will enable our officers toavoid the rock upon 
which they may seem to have split at this time. 

While I am up, I will, with the indulgence of 
the House, make a personal explanation. I was 
detained from taking my seat in the Hall yester- 
day by an annoying and irritating indisposition, 
Had I been present I should have voted with the 


! , 
ils to take the census— 


taken to appoint the most intelligent men. 


of aver 





without 
10 thought proper to m ike 











Majority en the resolution tendering the thanks of 


Congress and a medal to Captain Ingraham for 
his gallant act of daring and humanity in the Bay 
of Smyrna. e : : 

Mr. HHAMILTON.: I move to lay the resolu- 
tion and amendment upon the table 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


The question was taken, ar d tne motion wa 
disiere 1to ily I 4 voting lo thea irm tive 
I suppose that 
tion under consideration is underst 
House, and as it is important for us 





other busine Ji call for the previous Guestion, 
; “ET 
Mr. WALSHI. [rise to aquestion of order. I 
} ’ , } } ° 1 . | . 7 . 
would like to know whether it is 1 order fora 


: 
to remain standing on the floor with a 





view ot kee ping it from other members sr 
Several Members. It is deci 


t 


. ' 
lediy out of order 


The SPEAKEI 


Impossible tor tne Chair to tell Who have been 


In assigning the floor, it is 
ave risen from their seats to 
claim his attention, It is presumed that members 


| . . ! : ’ ° 
always rise from their seats to address the Chairs 


Che Chair decides that the gentieman from Ala- 
bama is In order. 
The ( Ol the previ us question was seconded, 





tl 


and the m un question was ordered to be put. 

SNWOOD. Wiilthe Chair be pleased 

to state ae exact condition of the question before 
The SPEAKER. The question upon which 


- ) 1 » l 
the LfLouse will first vote is the amendment which 





was submitted to the resolution of the gentleman 
from iKentucky, | Mr STANTON, | by the rentle- 
men fro n Ver mont, (Mr. Mir ACHIA ,] Lo provide 
for the printing of one hundred thousand, instead 
of fifty thousand copies of the compendium of the 
snide t I 


Mr. ITAMILTON. I demand the yeas and 


the amendment. 
' 


isn 
as aia 


nays were ordered. 
question was then taken, and the amend- 
1t eas 114, nays 64 


rreeqd to—y 
Messrs. James C. Allen, Willits Allen, Releher, 


7 ony 
SIOHOWS: 





B -on, Bissell, Bridges, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chamberlam, Chase, Churchwell, Cook, Corwta, Crocker, 
Thomas Davis, De Waitt, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Bddy, 


( 
Rdmands, Eljiott, English, Everhart, Farley, Florence, 
Franklin, Giddings, Green, Greenwood, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hiester, Hill, Hoy Hughes, 
Itunt, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredg Knox, 
Kurtz, Lane, Latham, Lindley, Lyon, MeCulloch, Me 
Pongal, MeNair, Maecv, Matteson, Mavall, Meacham, 
Middleswarth, Smiuith Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Au 
drew Oliver, Mordeeai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peckham, 
Pennington, John Perkins, Pratt, Puryear, Re 
Ritchey, Rogers, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Seyimeur, 
Shannon, rit Smith, William Smith, 
William R. Sinith, George W. Sinvth, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard fi. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, 
Andrew Stuart, Join J. Tavlor, John 1. Taylor, Thurston, 
Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, 
Walbridge, Walker, Wal Warren, Elihu B. Wash 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan 











ly, Thomas 


Shower, Skelton, Ge 











Ventw , Westbrook, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and 
Yates i14 
NAYS—Messrs. Abererombie, Aiken, Appleton, Ash, 


Sarry, Bocock, Breckinridge, Brooks, Clark, Clingman, 
Cobh, Cox, Craige, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dowdell, Dunbar, Eastman. Edmundson, Etlison, Ether 
idge, Faulkuer, Fuller, Goode, Grey, Grow, Ham 
iton, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Ingersoll, George W. 
Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Macdonald, MeMutiin, 
McQueen, Mace, Maurice, Maxwell, John G. Miller, Mill 
son, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Peck, Phelps, Preston, 
Reese, Richardson, Robbins, Ruffin, Snodgrass, Walsh, 
Wheeler, and Zollicotfer 4. 











So the amendment was agreed to. 


HILLYER. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the resolution, as amended. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
I'he question was then taken; 
tion was adopted. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
consider the vote by which the 


ad lopted, and that that motion 


r 


and the resolu- 


I move to re- 

resolution was 
be laid upon the 
table 

r he latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call upon 
committees for reports, beginning with the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, at which the call 
sto}; ped on the Fi ist d iy 

Mr. HENDRIC KS, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported back the petition and 
papers of William Brown, and moved their refer- 
ence to the Committee on Claims; which motion 
was avreed to. 

Also, reported from the same committee, ‘* A 
bill for the relief of Henry N. Halstead;’’ which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow; and the 
bill and report ordered to be printed, 


Also, from the same committee, made an ad- 


verse report on the petition and papers of Samuel | 


GLOB 


E. Jan, 12, 


C. Dickinson; whieh was laid pon the table, and 


ordered to be printed. 


Nir. FLENDRICICS, from the same committee, 

‘ 
reported the followlg bills; which were severally 
id a firstand second time by their titles, referred 


¢ ‘ | ard. 0. we ‘ j } 
to Committees of the Whole tlouse, and made the 


order of the day for to-morrow, and, with the re- 


portS accompanying Ol 


‘ ed to be pruiter 


' 
ul for the relief of Benjamin Tlammond, of 


the State of New York: 
A bill for tl tof af Heney J. Snow.of Reme 
A billfor the reiief of {| ry’. Snow,of home, 
| 
l 


>= 


in the State of New York; ant 

A bill for the relief of Charies Staples. 

On motion by Mr. STUA met of Ohto, the 
Committee on Invalid Per irged 


. cee 
from the further couside banal the following pe- 





S 





titions; and they were ordered to lie on the table: 
Marcaret a llanson; 
The petition of Joshua Lewis; 

The [rs tition of > John Gallagher; 
Ty tit ) 
The netition of 2 


The pe 


"The petition 


Fielding G@. Brown; 
titty the a > Gener | QI 4) 
ition of the daughter of General Solo- 


R } 
vensvdiat 





‘The petition of 

The petition of i 

int : ; ; 
fhe petition of the legal representatives of 


Samuel J. Smith, deceased; and 
vetition of R. RR. Platt. 

] STUART, of Ohio, 

on Invalid Pen sania ee whom was referred the 
petitions of Lemuel Hudson, of Harriet Leaven- 
worth, of George S. Claflin, and of 


ily 


from the Committee 


James I 
Green, made reports thereon, accompanied by 
bills of the tollow ine titles: 

Hlouse bill (No. 124) 
Liudson;”’ 

House bil (No. 125) ** fer the relief of Harriet 


Leavenworth, widow of the late brevet B 


‘ . onl r 
‘* tor the relief of Lemuel 


rivadier 
General Leavenworth; 
Llouse bill (No. 126 
S. Claflin:’? and 
Efouse bill (No. 127) 
F. Green. 
W hich bilis were severally read a first and second 








) ** for the relief of George 


‘*for the relief of James 


time by their titles, committed to a Committee of 


the Whole House, made the order of the day for 
to-morrow, and the billsand reports ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. EDMANDS, from the same committee, to 
which were referred the petitions of Thomas Fra- 
zer, of Cornelius Latham, and Samuel W. 
Brady, made reports thereon, accompanied by the 
following bills: 

House bill (No. 128) 
Fra zer;”” 

a bill (No. 129) ‘* for the relief of Cornelius 

. Latham; and 

— bill (No. 
W. Brady.” 

Which bills were severally read a first and sec- 
ond time by their titles, committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, made the order of the 
day for to-morrow, and thé bills and reports or- 
dered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. EDMAN 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged trom the turther consideration of the petition of 
Levi M. Roberts, and that the same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. EDMANDS, it was also 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 


‘* for the relief of Thomas 


130) ** for the relief of Samuel 


DS, it was 





On motion by 


discharged from the further consideration of the petitions of 


Cotton Murry, of the widow of William Flora, of Jacob 
Sailor, of James Shorey, of Levi W. Roberts, of Holly 
Guile, of Cephas Chase, and of Reuben Cahoon, and that the 
same be laid upon the table. 


On motion by Mr. VAIL, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged tromthe further consideration of the petitions 
of Tleury Miller, of the heirs of Henry Dyer, of Abra- 
ham Petrengill, of Daniel Hager, jr.,of Parkison Mitchell, 
and of Robert Stevenson, and that the same be laid upon the 
tabie. 


On motion by Mr. 


TWEED, it was 

Ordered, Vhat ion Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged trom the further consideration of the petitions 
of Aaron Tucker, of Maine ; of George Babeock, of 
Michigan ; of Thomas B. Harvey, and of John Baird, and 
that the sume be laid upon the table. 


On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Ways and Means be 





discharged from the further consideration of the petitions of 


Witham H. Winder, offering for sale a building owned by him 
and now in the occupancy of the Government in this city, 
and the proceedings of the eitizens of Indiana relative to 
an appropriation for the building of a United States court- 
house aud jand office at Indianapolis, Indiana; and that 


us 
iel 
eC. 


t= 
he 


Or- 








: be 
ious 
, of 
and 


s be 


sof 


hin 
Citv, 
e wo 
irt- 
that 
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the same be reterred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Groutids. 

fA message was here received from the Sen- 
ate, by Mr. Macuen, its Chief Clerk, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed a bill (No. 
54) entitled ** An act for the relief of Priscilla 
Simonds,’’ at d requesting the concurrence of 


Liouse 
DISBURSEMENT OF THE SENATE’S CONTIN- 
GENT FUND. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mitte on Ways and Means to report back to the 







therein. | 
j 


House the Senate bill in relation to the pay of 


I iW 
i Wii 
siy to the House, that this is the bill which was 
under discussion some week or ten days since. 


members of the Senate, with amendments. 


We have made several amendments to it, and I 
think that we have obviated allthe diticulties which 
have been presented to it heretofore; but as these 
amendments may not be very thoroughly under- 
stood by the Llouse, | propose that the considera- 
may be postponed unt 


tuon of the bill some otner 
day,and that the amendments may be printed. I 
therefore move that the further consideration of 


the bi 


| be postponed until ‘Tuesday next, and that 
the bill and amendments be printed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise simply for the pur- 
pose of saying that I think it is but fairto the Sen- 
ate, that we should act upon this matter promptiy. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thatis what 1 want to do. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. l was about to inquire 


whether the subject would come up as a matter of 


yy ’ . 
necessity next ‘uesd iy, If We 


postpone Its con- 
sideration until that day? White I desire that we 
' : 


should act understandingly upon this subject, I 
think it is but tairthat in such a matter we should 
act promptly. 

LER. If the House agree to post- 
poue until ‘Puesday, it will come up on that day 


} ‘ ay : oe 
yn order, when the Committeeon Waysand Means 


are called for reports. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I supposethe House would 
prefer postponing it until some day next week. 
As far as | am concerned, I am anxious that the 


bill should be acted on as soon as possible; and if 


the House prefer it, | will move to postpone until 
to-morrow instead of Tuesday. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginta. I hope the House 
will not postpone the consideration of this bill. 
lL know the fact that Senators, or a large number 
of them, have already sutfered very great incon- 
venience in consequence of the delay in passing 
that bill. And I know more than that—— 

Mr. ELOUSTON. In order to obviate discus- 
sion upon that point, I will withdraw the motion to 
postpone, and allow the bill to remain before the 
Elouse. I merely made the motion to postpone 
and print, because I thought the House would 
prefer to have the amendments in their posses- 
sion before acting upon them. If, however, that 
is not necessary, | greatly prefer that the Hlouse 
should act at once. If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will allow me, 1 will make a brief explana- 
tion of the amendments proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. It will not take 
more than a minute. 

In the first place, we propose to strike from the 
bill all that relates to the contingent fund of the 
Senate, and confine its provisions to the compen- 
sation of the members of the Senate. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Iwish to inqnire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
if he will allow me, whether this bill, as reported 
by that committee, will prove satisfactory to the 
Senators themselves ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I believe it will. But, to 
proceed: We have made the bill apply to the 
compensation of the Senators alone. We have 
stricken from it the clause giving an extra compen- 
sation to the Secretary of the Senate. We have 
made hima disbursing officer, subject, however, 
to the supervision of the proper auditing officer in 
the Treasury Department. 

We have stricken from the bill the entire third 
section, which proposes that the expenses to 
paid from the contingent fund of the Senate, sha 
be audited by a committee of the Senate. 
prefer to let them go to the revular accounting 
officers of the Treasury. 

Mr. BAYLY. Ifthe chairman ofthe Committee 
on Waysand Means |} 
amendments, [ am, for one, prepared to act pretty 


promptly in reference to them, without taking the 








1 val 
s correctly described these 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i¢ to print. he Senate have passed a law pro- 
I I I 





hoy 


ion, by themselves, of 
, and providing a mode 
Now ’ | do not care 
what they have put in the bill in reference to this 
subject. I do not care what are its provisions. 


ne for the adtuinistre 


t 
1 
1 


their own contingent fur 





for paying their own otf 


I maintain that, in consideration of the relations 
which exist between the two Houses of Congress, 


this body ought notto assume a guardians hip over 
the Senate as to the mode of auditing their own 
contingent fund, or as to the mode of p: 
Our rules are so 





amount to be paid, its officers. 
jealous of any interference by one of the [Louses 
of Congress with the other, that it is not even in 
order here to refer in debate to what occurs there. 
So far as the management of our own atluirs 
eoes—the election of our othcers, the expenditure 
of our contingent funds, and our own payment- 
these bodies ought to have nothing w hate vel to do 
with each other. Ill feeling has already been cre- 
ated by an attempt to puta guardianship over the 
Senate in this matter. Gentlemen are not content 
with making the Secretary of the Senate 
bursing officer, and lettune the Senators be paid 
their legal allowances through him, but the audit 
ing of their contingent fund is to be taken from the 
Senate and carried to the Treasury Department. 
Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) I hope the 
gentleman from Virginia will not press | view 
in favor of sustaining this third section, because | 
think that by doing so he endangers the passage 
of the whole bill. I want the bill to 
Committee on Ways and Means propos 
think the Senate will be satisfied with it im that 


shay e. 


pour as the 


I think the gentleman isslichtly mistaken in the 
remark which he last made. We do not propose 
to take the auditing of their accounts from the 
Senate atall. ‘lhe vouchers and accounts for all 
the expenditure 3 they make out of their contin- 
veut fund are audited now in the Treasury De- 
partment, just precisely as the accounts of the 
expenditures of this Elouse are audited there. 
The bill as it comes from the Senate proposes to 
introduce a new rule and a new principle into our 
legislation, and we propose to let the matter be 
regulated by existing laws. 

Mr. BAYLY. IL may have misunderstood the 
action of the Senate, and I should therefore like to 
have the bill read, so that we may understand it 
properly. f 

Mr. HOUSTON, The third section of the bill 
is the one that brings up this point. That section 
proposes that the Committee on Accounts shall 
audit all the vouchers and expenditures rrowinge 
out of the contingent fund, and that the auditing 


of that committee shall be conclusiv 


pon all 
the auditing departments of the Treasury. The 
Committee on Ways and Means propose to strike 
out that section, and to let the Senate’ 
—not for the per diem and mile: 
or anything that relates to them personally, but 
for the expenditure of their contingent fund—go 
to the Department, and be andited as ours are. 

Mr. WHEELER. Let us have the bill read. 
It will enable us to understand the matter far bet- 
ter than all these explanations. 

The Clerk then read the bill, as proposed to 
be amended by the committee. 





saccounts 


fs t . 
Of Senators, 








Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I am in favor of 


reasons: in the first place, because I think that the 
bill is right, and see no occasion for any amend- 
ment; and in the second place, because | am op- 
posed to amending it by this House in the partic- 
ulars proposed by the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for the simple reason that I think the 
Senate oucht to be imtrusted with the management 


e 





' 


of their own contingent fund, and with the selec- 
tion of a depositary to hold that fund—not only 
of their contingent fund, but also the payment of 
their per diem, without having 1 


to go through all 
of the forms in auditing accounts at the Treas- 
ury. Those amendments, it occurs to me, are of- 


fensive to the Senate. if | werea me nl r of that 
} } ! } 


€ 
body, Il am perfectly free to say, | should feel that 


Lilt 





were offensive to that bo ly asa body. 





Lhis House impliedly undertakes to say to the 
Senate, that in passing the bill it does propose 
proper guards in respect to its contingent fund 
and the payment of the per diem and mileage of 
its members; that it has left open opportunities te 
fraud and corruption upon the 


pa 
committees and its officers. The Senate 
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tho t it the hrew guards enough around a 
th ecw couceri nselves, and this Elouse 
come ih and ivs **Oh no your accounts must 


vo to one of the auditors; for it is not suflicient 
that a committee of the Senate, composed of rep- 
resentatives of sovereign States 





yand under all the 
of the senatorial characte Fs should 
have charge of the matter; it is not sufficient that 


the accounts of your contingent fund should be 


responsibilities 


vudited by that accounting otheer; but you must 
undergo the supervision of an appointee of the 
'’ *s , => 


IKuxecutive. 1 do not care so much about the provi- 
i 


sions of the bill, as I do about this attempt to in- 
easort of ruardi unship over the Senate in 
the managementof their own contingent fund and 
other atlhairs. 


‘The gentleman said, if I understood him cor- 


rectly ind I do not ain iys understand him cor- 
rectly, It seemms—that that was the law now. Well, 
if it be the law—and I do not think it is—if it be 
the law now, the Senate in tl matter wish for a 
more coventent and ay propriate mode— 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Spe iker, I interrupt 
the gentleman from Vu rinia, because he rea ly 
doe mt uniche md m l presume, however, 


it is my fault that he does not. I said this: that 
e jaw now stood, all of the expenditures 


=) SS t } | -¢ j \ 2. ' 
of the Senate out of their contingent fund had to 


undergo the serutiny of the auditing Depart 
. ous “ ry ' } 
ment of tl breasury That is what | said was 
the law; and the third ion of t 3) propose 
i change 1 it It prop to take way trom 
ul L're yD irtinent i control over the ex- 
I ! i oft the Se ‘ In it ntinvent fund ' | 
to leave tne audith of them to th rbubnnilite of 
that body, « rely irre ible to the ordinary 
ch ne through the Ti sury De tment 
. eo} t j j 
NOW, , this bil pr ses to. Ke an Inroad 
upon the existing law at 1 usage, i it cut itself 
‘ t ‘ ‘ ! ‘ 
loose, as far as the contingent fund of the Senate 
f; } ' bol 
is concerned, from all responsibility: and thereby 


to have one mode of passing on the accounts of 
the Se nate, and another mode for the Liouse, such 


as the great 


mass of the people, in getting their 
Now, 


the proper way Is that we should have 


Sy and 


counts rudited, would have tos il ! t to. 
Sir, I think 
one mode for the two Hou ses of Convre: 
one and the same mode for everybody else. 
Mr. BAYLY. 


ae 
compiall 


7_ 2 Ait 
The gentleman from Alabama 
that I do not understand his remar! 
{ certainly have endeavored to und 





t 


tand him; 
and if I did not succeed in doing so he must ex 


cuse me, seeing that it is not from any want of an 






efiort to that effeeton my part. One thing is very 


certain: the gentleman In his 


scure, Or | am very obt se. 


statements 1s very ob- 
I tried to understand 
him, sir; and I do not know how it was that I did 
not. 


But he says ll 


that this is a bill to change the ex- 
isting law—anid it is to change it—in what respect ? 
It is to « inge it so as to allow acommittee of the 
It with- 


draws from the Treasury any review of the manner 
| 
I 


Senate to audit their contingent fund. 


ich the Senate shall dispose of its own con- 
tingent fund, and of the character of the vouchers 
upon which that fund is to be audited. I do not 
think that this Flouse ought to refuse to allow the 
Senate to have such mode of auditing their ac- 
There 
can be no reason given why they should not have 
that privilege awarded them, except under the 
supposition that you will find more honesty in an 


counts as May seem convenient to them. 


ing officer of the Treasury, not responsi- 
1) . \ sce i a Oe “ar 
ble to the Senate, than you will find in the SNen- 





ators th elves—the representatives of sovereicn 
States, coming here not indorsed simply by Ex- 
ecutive rmination, but indorsed by the confi- 


itures of sovereign States. 

a principle in this bill. As I said 
just now, in that courtesy which ought to prevail 
oetween the two denartmen 


one of them ¢ ught not to undertake to control and 


- ot 1 
deiice of tie Le 1S 
t> + \ , 
but there is 


s of this Legislature, 


to dictate to the other how to manare their own 
Tairs. I go further than that. I say that in view 
of that indepe ndence—not to say in view of that 
necessity of acts of courtesy—which ought to 
exist bye twee n tne Senate and the Hot ce of Repre- 
as well as between both of these two 
levislative bodies and the Executive branch of the 
Government—and which is necessary to keep and 


veen these three rreat 








itatives, 


preserve a proper Te ng betw 

{ ! t—I think we ousht 
ae " el ot eCrovernment— LOINnK We ougnt 
not t fering with each other in this way— 


»> pe wmlerte V1 7 
Mr. PECKIIAM, (interposing.) Will the gen- 








tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayry] allow me to 
propound a question to the gentieman from Ala- 
bania, | M rlousTon 7] 

“Vie Yi Y Certainly 

Vii PE KAM. ' » ask the gentle 
mon from Alabama whether, as he understands 
this law, the accounting offieer of the Treasury 
is to look to the legality and propriety of ee 


penditure of the Senate trom their contingent 


fund? or is he to look to the mere fact of the ex 


penditure ¢ 

Mr. HOUSTON. JT understand that the ac- 
count is to undergo the same scrutiny whien all 
other aceounts that come to the Departinent are 
oblived to undergo. And if it is not passed by 


the Department, it is to be re lected in the same 
t 


manner as that of an individual account under the 
existing law. 
Mr. PECKHAM. ‘Then the Auditor there 


overrules the Senate? 
Mr. [LOUSTON. It overlooks the accounts 


, 


of the Senate, jUSt as it does those of the Senate's 


constituents. 

Vie. PECKHAM. They revise, then, the 
lerislation of the Senate: 

Mr. BAYLY, (resuming.) If I do not now 


from Alabama, 
‘ ! 

{Mr. Housron|—and f think 1 do not—his idea 

is, that the accounting officers of the Treasury ar 


ie 2 
liowance, but, 


stand the gentleman 


misunder 


not only to look to the fact of the ih 


; . . ‘ 1 : ; 
also, to the legality of it. You here purpose, by 


law, to put the ac counting officer of the Treasury 
over one of the two branches of Congress, and to 
do it without their consent. 

I should not probably have given so much at- 
tention to this bill had I not been here so lone 
that | know, I believe, every member of the Sen- 
ate, and had not more than one half of them 
spoken to me about this very bill. 1 know they 
are sensitive about it, and th ey are properly sen- 
sitive. ‘his is an attack upon that body wholly 
unauthorized by any action of theivs. | hope the 
amendments of the Committee on Ways and 
Means will be voted down, and that the bill will 
be passed as it is. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 hone that, as a 
member of this ‘Sean I would be ineapable 
doing a thing which would be discourteous to 
members of the Senate. But, sir, when that body 
asks me to do a thing which [ think is contrary 
to the principles which should govern us, [ can- 
not, for fear of being subjected to the charge of 
wani of courtesy to that body, do that thine for 
them. 

What is the rule prescribed by the laws of Con- 
gress in the adjustment of the various accounts 
of a persons with this Government? You 
provide by law that you shall havea First and 
Second ¢ Sane. You provide that you shall 
have Auditors in the Tre: asury Department. The 
Constitution provides that no money shall be 
drawn from the Treasury, except in pursuance of 
appropriations made by law. When these ap- 
propriations have been made, and the disbursing 
officers have discharged their duty by paying out 
these appropriations, they are required by law to 
come to the Treasury Department and there pre- 
sent their : and the accounting officers 
are required to examine them, and see whether 
they are in accordance with the laws making the 
appropriations. Is there, Task, anything wrong 
in this? If there is, repeal the laws, and make 
the proper corrections. 

The President of the United States is subjected 
to the surveillance of the accounting officer for his 
salary. The members of both Houses of Con- 
gress, and all the officers of the civil, military, and 
naval Departments of the Government are sub- 
jected to it. Why, I ask you, shall the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate be exc epted from the same 
rule? Our legislation should be kept pure, and 
the rules which direct us in the management of 
the business of the Government should be strictly 
adhered to. 
Congress ought to prescribe rules more lax for 
themselves, in the adjustment of their accounts 
than those they prese ribe for other persons in the 
eniploy of the Government. The gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Bayry] says it looks as if we were 
fearful that the Senate will not do right, and that 
we wish to put guards over them. What is the 
amount of this fund?) The civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, which the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means has reporied to 


vouchers; 


1 do not think that either branch of 
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this TTouuse, appropriates $278,000 for the con- 
tineent fund for the Senate. If thisthird section 
niass } whole amount will be taken from un- 
ley outrol of the wWeounting ott ‘ers of the 
Grivernment, and a new beard of anditors and 
omptrollers will be constituted to pass upon the 
Uist ents of the Secretary. 

(nother quesuon arises, whi h has already been 


heard my friend 
also—that the Senate 


made here—and I think IL hav 
trom Virginia advocate it 
ted States shall t 
contingent fund, aud that this House should 
juire into the amount. If they send an estimate 
-contingencies here, and I vote for them, am | 
responsible for that vote as much as for any 
other appropriation for which E shall vote? If this 


of the Ur x thelr own amount of 


never 





ter of courtesy,is to vote whatever 
umount of contingency may be said by the SNec- 
tary of the Senate to be due, and then relieve 





re 
that Secretary from the ordeal of the accounting 
oticers of the Treasury, | ask you to what will 
it not lead in the course of time? May you not 


in that way putit in the power of one branch of 


this Government to expend theusands, yea, mil- 
lions of dollars, without its having been constitu- 
tionally appropriated 

Mr. BAYLY. Does the gentleman from Ten- 
ne ee me: to maintain that | ever supposed one 


dollar was to Ke expended by the Senate 
t fund, 


hy ive 


, from 


its contingen which was not appropriated 


by law: I certainly never supposed any 
thing. Theappropriation bills must specify 


such 


the sum beyond which no appropriation can be 
made by the simple resolution of the Senate. All 


1 did say was that, ordinarily, we ought to allow 
them such a sum for their contingent fund asthey 
mi ty choose to specify as being necessary. 


- es 1 2 . 
li they were to come here asking for millions of 


dollars to bea ypropri ited for their contingent fund, 
then would 


terfere; then eae be the 


>the proper time for Congress to in- 
proper time for the 
guspicion of members of this Hlouse to be excited 
upon the subject. but, sir, that time will never 
come until there has been such a thorough and 
deep corruption of the Senate, as will not long 
precede the dissolution of the Government itself. 

Mr. JONES. It is not my purpose to go into 
an investigation of the question as to how the 
Senate have spent their contingent fund heretofore, 


If the gentleman from Virginia will look into that 
matter, perhaps he wiil see how it has been done. 
[am not upon that subject now. But, sir, | am 


against making innovations upon the law s of the 
country for the benefit of the legislators, who are 
the law-givers of the country. 

We sometimes find the example of the Senate 
quoted as a reason for passing measures in this 
House. For instance, we sometimes find that 
when it is proposed to effect an increase in the 
compensation of the employees about this Hall, 
the example of the Senate is quoted as a reason. 
And when members propose to vote newspapers 
for themselves, we do not find them coming for- 
ward and telling us how many they will beable to 

read, or how many will be necessary to enable 
ia to discharge faithfully and efficiently their 
public but we do find them coming 
forward and asking for as many as the Senators 
have voted for themselves, without reference to 
any other consideration. And, again, we find 
them recommending the increase of the salaries of 
certain officers to the same amount paid to similar 
ones in the Senate. ‘ 

Now, sir, if we pass this third section, how 
lone will it be before we shall havea bill intro- 
duced here proposing that the contingent fund of 
the House shall be audited in the same manner ? 
That will be the effect; and if the rule is a correct 
one in its application to one body, it certainly is 
in regard to “9 other. But, sir, | shall oppose 
the passage of a bill app! ying any such rule to 
this House, w helheos it be introduced here before 
or after its application to the Senate. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Will my col- 
league allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. JONES. I will. 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to know whether, 
after the contingent funds forthe Senate and House 
have been appropriated, a resolution passed by 
either, directing a payment to be made out of its 
contingent fund, would not be valid ? 

wIr. JONES. Certainly; I suppose so, if it 
were properly andited. ; 

Mr. STANTON. Then the Senate can now 


duties here; : 


accounting ofheers of the 
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dispose of its contingent fund by simple resoiu- 
tion, 

Mr. JONES. I thouch I do not 
know whetherthe Auditors of the Treasury would 
revard such a resolution as a zood voucher. But 
I wills iy to my colleague, that were 1] one of the 

‘Treasury, and an ac- 


suppose so; 





count@vere presented to me whi h I believed to 
be contrary to law, | would not allow it merely on 
its being authorized by a resuiuuon of 
this Hlouse, orof th 

Mr. STANTON. My colleague does not un- 
derstand the question T ask. 1 wish simply to 
know whether a resolution of this House, or of 
the Senate, disbursing its own contingent fund, is 
or is not a good voucher ? 

Mr. JONES. I do not know 
resolutions are regarded 

Mr. STANTON. But you think they 
not to be. a y 

Mr. JONES. J do,unless thereis some law to 
authorize them. ‘That is my opinion. 

Mr. STANTON. ‘That is what I wanted to 
know. 

Mr. JONES. That is my opinion, certainly. 
I have no concealment about it. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 wish to know if it has not 
been the uniform practice of the Government to 
allow the resolutions, authorizing such payments 
to be made, to be vonchers ? 

Mr. JONES. 1 do not know that, for I have 
not been up to the Department to examine the 
vouchers. 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly it has. 

Mr. JONES. [willtell you what [do know, and 
what | think was very wrong on the part of the 
Congress of the United States. A few sessions 
agfo,a provision was pressed through Congress 
in the last hours of its session, as an amendment to 
one of the appropriation bills, that the certificates 
of the presiding officers of this body and of the 
Senate respectively, as to the amount due to a 
member, should be conclusive upon all the ac- 
counting officers of the ‘Treasury asto the amount 
due that member. I urged the rejection of the 
civil and diplomatic bill rather than to have that 
provision incorporated into the law of the country. 
I think that the certificate of the officer who certi- 
fies that a certain amount is due to a member of 
this House, should be subject to the scrutiny of 
the accounting officers of the Tres isury; and if he 
finds that that amount is not in accordance with 
the services performed in the Hall, they should not 
be bound to pass that voucher, merely because the 
Presiding Officer has put his name to It. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 do not wish to make a 
speech on this subject, but I think that a few 
questions answered by my colleague, who has 
made himself familiar with all such questions as 
this, will place the matter in a proper light before 
the House. 

If I understand my colleague’s position, he 
maintains that every expenditure made out of the 
contingent fund should be in pursuance of a law; 
and that it should not be allowed by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury unless it is in pur- 
suance of alaw. Then, sir, it would be necessary 
to foresee and anticipate every expenditure from 
the contingent fund of either House of twenty, 
fifty, or a hundred dollars, that may be necessary 
for any purpose about these Halls, and to pass a 
law appropriating that particular item before it 
could be allowed by the accounting officers of the 
Tre-sury. Instead of doing the thing, as we now 
do, by resolution directing the appropriation of 
particular portions of the contingent fund, we 
should be obliged to pass a formal bill through 
both Houses of Congress in every such case. 

Mr. JONES. Not at all. 

Mr.STANTON. Thatis how I understand it. 

Mr. JONES Not at all, sir. Ineluded in the 
contingent fund are various items for printing, 
paper, and a great many other things—and then 
there is an item ofa few thousand dollars for mis- 
cellanies. Well, suppose that there isa resolu- 
tion that authorizes the furnishing of papers. 
When the vouchers for that expenditure comes up 
hefore the accounting officer, he has only to look to 
the appropriations in that contingent fund, and see 
if money has been appropriated for the purpose, 
and if the money so appropriated has heen prop- 
erly paid; and if so, he passes the vouchers. 

There are various small matters about these 
two Halls, such as the repairing and furnishing of 


account of 
e Senate. 


whether such 
yvonehers or not. 


ought 


as eood 
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desk und tairs, the furnishing of committee 
rooms, and so forth, all of which would come un- 
der that general muscellaneous item. But when it 
o t to tf ‘ y € I HH US€ oO 
thousand useai f ok \ 1 cannot 
ry 4 y I ' i COHLINGE 

j bi § i i i ; stric - 


cordance with the Constitution of the country; 


and, for one, | cannot suppert such a apprepria 
tion, by whichever House it may be made. 


may be that lam wrong in this; 


t 


should 


be glad to be corrected; but until Lam, my course 


Phe bill, as recommended to be amended by the 
: 
lex 


é 


Committee on Ways and Means, will ve the 


contingent funds of the Senate and House to be 
pad and audited just as they are now, and have 
been for years; it wi the existing law so 
far only 


1 
aist 





ary of the Senate a 
to pay the per diem and mileage 
“that body. When he has naid 
them, he will have to x0 and settle his 


with the Treasury De 





of the 
aecounts 


martment; he will have to 


+ . E et + 
preset i his vouctiers for that payment, as W ell as 
for the disbursement of the contingent fund. The 


proviso in the avpropriation bill of PSa0, perhaps, 
makes the certificate of the Presiding Officer con- 
elusive upon the Treasury Department as to the 





amount. The Secretary, under this bill, has 
merely to show the certificate of the Presiding 
Oieer at the end of the sess n, and his account 
for per diem and milearve wii be settled. If the 


: ! sel | Woy ait 
ion be stricken Out, he wil have, in set- 


accounts for the contineent fund, to 


third sec 
thing his 
present his vouchers, and point to the laws under 
which his disbursements were made. I do not 
see myself any very good reason for the passage 
of the Jaw at all: but if the amendments of the 
Committee on Ways and Means be agreed to, the 
original bill will be pruned of most of tts objec- 


tionable features. ‘Their adoption or re je ction Is 
with the House. , 

Mr. MACE. I do not know, Mr. Speaker, 
whether l should have made any remarks on this 
occasion were it not for the fact, that when the 
bill under consideration was first reported from 
the Committee on Ways and Means I objected to 
it. “hat objection, perhaps, led to debate, and 
the bill was ultimately referred back to the Com 
nittee on Ways and Means. I hope, sir, that I 
shall never be lacking in courtesy t» the Senate of 
the United States, or to any other body; but I do 
not see for the life of me that a question of cour- 
tesy is involved in the consideration of this bill. 
Nor can I conceive, as was stated by the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Bayry] that, because 
Senators of the United States are elected by the 
Legislatures of the several States, they occupy 
such a position in this nation as shields them from 
all scrutiny into their acts by this House. 

I shall not engage in a discussion of the prinei- 
ples upon which the members of the Senate are 
elected by the Legislatures of the several States, 
because it would not be germane to a discussion 
of the bill; but | do not think that the fact of their 
election by the Legislatures of the States author- 
izes us of this House to do implicitly their wili 
in all things. Now, sir, from the commencement 
of this session of Congress to the present hour, 
thouch Senators have felt great solicitude about 
the bill, there has been no difficulty in their getting 
out of the Treasury both their per diem and mile- 
agce—none at all. [ understand that they are not 
willing to resort to that course, and that up to this 
time their pay has been taken from another quar- 
ter. 

Sir, what are the features of this first section of 
the bill, that should induce us implicitly to adopt 
it? I do not make any attack on Mr. Dickins. 
He may be, and doubtless is, a very honorable 
man. ‘And we are all, all honorable men.’’ 
But in the formation of a law it is always wise 
to legislate against dishonesty; that ought to be 
the course of legislation. Now, what is the pro- 
vision of the first section of the bill, which the 
gentleman from Virginia { Mr. Bayiy] thinksought 
to be passed? It is that Mr. Dickins, as the 
disbursing officer of the Senate, can go to the 
Treasury of the United States, under the first 
section, as soon as the bill becomes a law, and by 
one draft take from the Treasury over half a 
million of dollars. ‘The bill then provides that 
eight days after Mr. Dickins shall give bond in 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars. Thus the ; 
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bill of the Ser ite laces at the disposal of the 
Secretary of the Senate over halfamullion of dol- 
lars; and, eight day after he gets the monev, he 
can ft bond in m of e) ho na 
\ 

Mi; Dicki 3 hans nec int for mo ‘ 
i‘ a \ i} i collector: of i Ooms ana 
potuloty ieel i ithout bond, pay over the 








appropriations Correct But the object of lewis- 


lation is to provide against dishonesty. So much 


then for the first section of the bill. The second 


Section proposes 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. W my friend 


from Indiana permit me tocorrect him? ‘This bill 





only proposes to make the Secretary of the Senate 


a disbursing officer. It leaves him under al! the 
checks and restriction created by the Sub-Treas- 
ury act in regard to public officers. And asto the 
difference between the sum which he may draw, 
or which may be in his control, and the boud 
given by him, why, sir, in large appropriations 
‘ Why, the Sub-Treasurer 
at New York could never give a bond equal to the 


that is always the case. 


amount of the moneys in his hands, The security 
isnot so much in the bond as itisinall the rest: 
tions, limitations, and safeguards of the Sub- 
‘Treasury act. 

tary of the Senate a disbursing officer, with all 


Che bill merely makes the Secre 





alties, all the checks 


provided by the Sub-Treasury law in relation to 


the responsibilities, all the p 





other disbursing officers. 





‘The main feature of the bill is, that it allows a 


committee of the Senate to audit their contin: 





fund, in place of having it audited at the Treasury 
Department 

I dislike to interrupt gentlemen; but the fact is, 
that this has been practically—however the strict 
letter of the law may be—has been practically the 
law ever since the Sub-Treasury act w 
For Lam told, that when the committee of this 
House, or of the Senate, in relation to their con- 
tingentfund, have passed an account, the account- 
ing officers have always—tll of 
vo behind that act. I know that such has been 
the practice in this Hlouse. In other words, the 
accounting officers have taken the action of the 





iS passed. 


ite—retfis ed to 


i€ 
Committee on Accounts as conclusive in the case. 

Mr. HOUSTON. One word of explanation in 
regard to the contingent fund. 
from Virginia {[Mr. Bayty| is mistaken in relation 
to it. The contingent fund of the Senate is now 
drawn from the Treasury, under the law of 1823. 
The President of the United States, under the 
authority conferred upon him by that law, makes 
a special direction that the Clerk of the Elouse and 
the Secretary of the Senate shal! give a bond in 
the sum of $20,000, and that they may draw trom 
the Treasury the funds, which are necessarily to 
be disbursed by them, in sums not to exceed, at 
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any one time, the amount of their bonds. That 
refers to the contingent fund of the Senate and of 
the House. | hev are not permitted, therefore, to 
have, at any one time, in their hands more than 
the sum of $20,000. 

Mr. MACE, (resuming.) I understand very 
well the former operation of the system by which 
officers draw money out of the Treasury, and also 
that a sum exceeding $20,000 is not to go into the 
hands of the disbursing officers of the Senate or 
of the House at any onetime. That is simply a 
‘Treasury regulation; but that regulation is over- 
ridden by the first section of the Senate bill. I 
am certainly lawyer enough to know that the mo 
ment the bill passes, and is approved by the Pres- 
ident of the United States, Mr. Dickins, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, can go to the ‘Treasury 
Department, draw out half a million of dollars, 
and in eight days afterwards give a bond for the 
faithful disbursement of it. 

Now,so much for that branch of the case. I ap- 
prehend that, so far as the creating of a Committee 
on Accounts in the Senate and a Board of Comp- 
trollers, is concerned, perhaps all the gentlemen 
upon this floor may not understand the operation 
of it, and may have been misled by the quesuon 
propounded by the gentleman from Tennessee to 
his colleague. ‘That question was, if the Senate 
of the United States should pass a resolution ap- 
propriating a portion of the contingent fund, 
whether that would not be binding upon the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury Department? Unquestion- 
ably it would. 
the contingent fund is taken from the Senate, taken 


from the President, and taken from every Depart- 


Sut under this bill, the contro! of 


ment of i vernt d mi wholly 
tothe yim mA ’ e ove te. Ul ler 
the rv Ons of the t ers 
} e ire wy Departr é ¢ ed to 
nie 1 i l j may 

f i ivi mr gett ) : et 
to do is to set down the fleures, and ¢ tis 
nciusive upon the accounting offi ers of he 


"yy , ‘ 
i reasury Departme nt. Yes, as a member s iys 


89,000 may be charged for the entertainment of 


Kossuth; and §100,000 for the entertainment of 
Koszta, | suppose, 

Now, sir, lam free to admit that, in all human 
probability, the Seeretary of the Senate, Mr. 


ickins, would disburse this money properly, al- 


though not bound to do it under any legal restraint; 
and in all probabilitv, if the Senators are infalli- 
ble, if the Committee on Accounts shall prove to 


be itallible, or is now infallible, the money would 
, } ‘Tt’ 

ty disbursed, The objection | make ts 
this: it is loose and improvident legislation. Itis 

setting a precedent in reference to one branch of 

sovernment which, if carried out in all its 

hation 


ramifications, would make this bankrupt, 


and a thousand like it. The experience that we 
all have had proves that we are emphatically a 
money-loving people. ; 

| have found in the history of this country that 
many men oecupying the highest stations, and 
elevated to the very highest pinnacle of fame— 
Secretaries of the Treasury, if you please—have, 
for the purp 


se of lay ing up an immense fortune, 
ruined their reputation forever. Such, then.is the 
nd why it is that the Sen- 
ied with a provision of law 
that brings them within the rules which govern all 
other bodie 8, Iam at loss to know. [do know— 
if | was in the condition of the disbursing officer 
of the Senate, Mr. Dickins—that I could take out 
ion of dollars from the Treasury, place 


it in bar k with Corcoran & Riggs, and realize S1X 


history of the times: a 





' ' 
ate shonld not be satis 





half a mi 
per cent. from the time | made the deposit till 
l withdrew it for the purpose of paying it over, 
with no loss to the Government, but the realiza- 
tion of a large and handsome fortune to myself 
out of that oneration. [I do not say that “Mr. 
Dickins would do such a thing; but L say that he 
can do it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Not by law. 

Mr. MACE. He can if this bill be passed 
without the amendments. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Does not the general Sub- 
Treasury law apply to such cases? 

Mr. MACE. In reference to this matter, [I will 
say, itis a principle of criminal law—under a law 
defining a class of offenses—if offenses of a dif- 
ferent character are embodied in the law subse- 
quent to its passage, that they are not indictable. 
Let me illustrate this,and make my position clear 
to every lawyer in the Honse. We havea law 
against the forgery of public securities of almost 
every kind. We passed a bounty land law pro- 
viding for the issue of land warrants, and many 
were forged; but there was nota courtin the United 
States where a man could be convicted under the 
United States laws, because the offense was not 
specially set forth in the original act. Why should 

W hat do the Sen- 
ate want? They want their pay out of the Treas- 
ury of the country. They should be willing to 
receive their pay in the mode now pointed out by 
law, rather than ask this House to pass a bill of 


we be discussing these things? 


he character which they have sent us, and which 
leaves the law open to such immense fraud. I have 
no doubt that every member of the Committee on 
Accounts in the Senate is a high-minded, honor- 
ableman. But, when Tom, Dick, and Harry, and 
everybody else, are presenting their claims to that 
committee to be paid out of the contingent fund, 
we must all know the loose manner in which that 
committee would necessarily discharge that duty. 
Why not let these accounts go to the accounting 
officer? 

I hope, therefore, that the action of the Com- 
mitteeon Waysand Means, who have deliberated 
upon this matter, will beconcurred in by the House. 
So far as I am concerned, Lam not guided by what 
the Senate, collectively or individually, may do. 
I follow in the wake of no man or Senator, and 
hold myself only responsible to my constituents. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. It is my purpose to 
detain the House but a moment upon this subject. 

11 have listened very attentively—as I am in the 
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habit of doing in relation to every 
before the Llouse—-to what ha 
this subject. | 
With the view of ase 
there was inything which could 

the House of Representatives from a 
request of the Senate as expressed in the proy 


i 
Fae ' 
ions of this bill as passed by that body. IT find 


question coming 
been s ud upon 
ha listened attent aly ft lav 
nave listened a entively to-day, 
ertauining, if ] coud, whetuer 
properly pre 


eceding to the 


there is much difference of opinion among the 
gentlemen upon the opposite side of the chamber 
as to the propriety ofthe measure. Laminformed, 
however—and my attention was directed to the 
fact by a ve ry re spectable 1 nenmiber of the Senate 
that for want of action upon the part ofthis Hou 
upon the bill sent here on the [3th of December, 
now nearly a month since, the Senators have as 
yet been unable to draw their pxy. 
: Now, sir, ] think there was a vreat deal of go. d 
sense in the remarks of the centleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Baytry,] and I will do hin the credit 
lo say that, although I disagree with him upon 
many political questions, yet gene: uly his views 
are very correct, very national, and very states- 
manlike, in recard to the department of the Gov- 
ernment of which we compose a portion, 

] have examined to some extent the bill before 


us, and what is it?) In the first place, it provides 
for making the Secretar y of the Se - ite a disburs- 
ing agent. They propose to make him a disburs- 
ing agent, 1 requiring him to give oud: and to add 
$1,000 to his sal lary in payment for this 
But a committee of this Hlouse 
the provision and recommend us 

to the Senate, ** You shall not pay your own offi- 
cer; we will take him; we will strike 
out the clause providing for his compensation, aid 
require him to give bond, and to discharge the 
duty for nothing.”? Is this courteous? Is it 
right? Would members of the 


scr ViCCS. 
have examined 
, In effect, to say 


charge of 


House of Repre- 


sentatives think the Senate were acting properly if 


they were to come here and undertake 
how much we should give the Clerk of the House? 
I believe we give him $2,000 a year—three times 
as much ag many gentlemen in the Senate receive 
for their services during a short 
press; an inequi ality which, in. my 
loudly calls for reformation at the ha 
people of the States. But, sir, the 
to fix the compensation of this 0 
year for his services as the disbursing agent of that 
body. Now, would it be treating that body with 
the courtesy due it from this House if we were to 
refuse the passage of such a provision ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to inquire, if the 
gentleman will allow me, what is the present com- 
pensation of the Sec retary of the scans e? 

Mr. TAYLOR. I cannot say, nor do I think 
it the province of the House to inquire. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. JI desire to know if he 
does not already receive $3,000 per annum: 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tenneseee. 
gentleman. That is the 
him. 

Mr. HOUSTON. His compensation is 43.000 
a year, and he is allowed a clerk, at a 
$1,500 per annum, whose duty it is to attend to 
this very business for which this $1,000 extra is 
proposed to be given to him. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would like also to know 
whether he has not all alone been 
these same duties 

Mr. JONES. He has. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I am not prepared to say 
what are the duties devolving upon the. Secretary 
of the Senate, or what extra compensation he has 
received for his services. In fact | do not think it 


session of Con- 


OpmMion, 
} Pak 
nas of the 


Senate choose 


fiicer at $1,000 a 


I can answ er the 
compensation allowed 


performing 
without extra « compensation ? 


very well becomes the members of the House of 


Representatives to scrutinize that matter. Why 
should we go abroad to look after trouble? Let 
us reform the inequalities that exist here in our 
own body. 

Sir, if the Senate think proper to impose an ad- 
ditional duty upon the Secretary of that body— 
the disbursement, as the gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Mace] says, of half a million of money 
—it is not right that the members of this House 
should say that that officer shall discharge that 
extra duty without receiv ing additional ¢ ompen- 

sation. It is possible that this duty may require 
very great labor; certainly it requires great re- 
sponsibility; and where there is labor and respon- 
sibility, there ought to be adequate compensation. 
The present compensation may be 


} adequate, I 
do ds pretend to judge of that. 


to dictate 


salary of 


3ut I do say, | 
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thatif the Senate of the United States think proper 
to give tional compensation to one of their olfi- 
cel ria tonal duties which they seek lO Ith- 
pone nhim,tGis not vecoming In us to mtertere. 


I speak only for myself. 1, for one, do not desire 


to Ca i auestion the action of the Senate of the 


United States bee e they choose to ix the com- 


pensation of one of their own officers, and require 


him to etve bond in the sum of S20,0UU for the 
faithful discharge of his duty. 

Sir, | listened with vreat respect and attention 
tothe el rinun of the Comunittee « W ys and 
Ne , (Mr. Housron,| to the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] who is so industrious 





and able a member of that committee, at d to the 





centeman from Indiana, [Mr. Mace,] who has 
di d this matter, to ascertain if Il was pos- 
sible that the Senate of the United States sought 
oO pu the ha of their Secretary haifainiilion 
of dollars at once, and require him to give bond 
only to the amount of $20,000. L have also read 
the bill which hes on the Clerk’stable,and for t 

life of me i‘ I cunnot ee thatany such purpose Is 
desivned by the Senate. Nay more, the chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, in dis- 
cussing this question, tated that under the law of 


[s23, | think he said ve drawn 


only s20.000 may | 


at one time by this ofticer. Lhe gentleman from 
Indiana) therefore wroal 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from Ohto should bear in mind the distinetion 
between the two funds; and there seems to bea 


al of confusion in the minds of members 


in that respect 
‘Two funds are intended to be operated unon by 
this bili; one Is the per diem and mileage of Sen- 


ators, and the other is the contingent fund of the 


« ; +] \ ‘ 1 
Senate. [presume that the ventleman froin In- 
diana spoke of both the funds tovetner. 

W ine n I spoke of the 620 000, | referre d to the 


] r 
iAW OT | 


United 


monntto 


Sauthorizing the President of the 


States to make a special order as to the a 


be advanced to certain officers who have disburse- 


ments to make. ‘The Presidents of the United 
States have universally done it at the beginning 
of each administration from that time till the 


pres- 
Pierce last March made that 
ord ler, un der the law of 1823, saying that the Sec- 

retary of the Senate and the Clerk of this House 
of Representatives should each have advanced to 
them the amount of 520,000 at one time out of the 
contingent fund, to pay the hirelings and officers 
of Congress, and other contingent expenses. But 
this bill proposes to put the contingent fund and 
he compensation of Senators upon the 


ent: and General 


same foot- 
ins,and to have it all under the control of the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, with but one bond. 
TAYLOR. I am not to draw 
the conclusions from the reading of the bill, 
which the gentleman from Indiana and the chair- 
rman of the Committee on Ways and Means have 
drawn from It. 
Sir, | think that a bill of 
Is likely to 


prepared 
Prey 


this character, which 
flict between the two 
Hiouses of Congress, or, at all events, between 
one branch 


lead to a con 


of Congress and some of the Execu- 
tive Departments, 1s of sufficient importance to 
attract the attention of members. 
part, I thought it of 
justify an 


or my own 
sufficient importance to 
examination of its details; and, after 
such an examination, I cannot draw from it the 
inference that it will place in the hands of the 
Secretary of the Senate $500,000. If L thought 
so, | would vote against the whole bill; 1 would 
vote to lay it upon the table. I do not think so, 
however. I think that the bill authorizes the 
Secretary of the Senate to draw to an amount not 
exceeding his bond, for the purposes designated 
in the bill. Ele is required to give a bond in the 
sum of $20,000, and to disburse the money which 
he may draw under the direction of a committee 
of the Senate; and the certificate of that commit- 
tee is to be final and conclusive at the Treasury 
Department. 
And why not, Have you more confidence 
in the Auditor’s supervision of the expenditures 
incurred by the Senate than in that of a committee 
of that body? I have not. There is evidently 
some conflict. I desire, as a representative of the 
people, to do right; but [ do not wish to act offen- 
sively to the Senate, and to say that they shall 
not pay their own mileage, p er diem, and contin- 
their own way, by their own officer, 
who is to be paid as they shall think proper. 


sir? 


rencies In 


Jan. 12, 


from Tennesse > (Mr. _Jones] 


ed me—vy his Repeenes ition of the fact, that 


The gentleman 
induc 
no appropriation coul d be drawn from the Treas- 
ury except by law—to look at the constitutional 
ovision on the subject. If | were satisfied that 
we should place, by the passagé of this bill, with- 
out an appropriation by law, — amounts of 
money in the hands of the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate, | should vote > to lay it upon the table 
The constitutional provision, l 


provi 


atonce 


find, reads in this 


Wise: 

‘No money shall be drawn from the Treasury but in 
consequence of appropriations made by law ; and a regular 
Tntement and aceount of the receipts and expenditures of 


ali public moneys shail be published trom time to time.’? 


If I understoed the gentleman from Tennessee 
correctly, there is inthe ay propriation bill 
reported to the Lflouse to meet the contingencies o rf 
270,000. If that 
a law, and they choose to draw it by 

Secretary in the form prescribed in it, | do 
apprehend that it will be a violation of the 
Constitution. It will be &ccording to law. 

Mr. MACK. [ suppose, Mr. 
large j the members of the 
not all, understand the question, 

Mr. TAYLOR. [ have not the floor to 
the gentleman for the purpose of his making an 
argument. 

Mr. MACI 
minutes, 

Mr. TAYLOR. 


contemplate 


alres dy 


the Senate, some $260,000 or 


bill becomes | 
their 


not 


Speaker, that a 
Llouse, if 


majority of 


¥ ie Ided 


I only desire to occupy a few 


That is 


oceuy ry nye 


time as I 
ventleman 


as much 
my self, ‘The 
has already made a speech. 

Mr. MACE. The words are “ moneys which 
iva! been, or may hereafier be, appropriated for 
members, and otlicers, and for contingent expen- 
ses.”’ Now, that is the money which has been 
appropriated for the contingent fund, and the pay 
of members, and o Hicers of the Senate, shall be paid 
at the Treasury on requisition drawn by the Sec- 
retary of the Senate. What is it he can draw? 
He ean draw the whole of it; and the order to 
which the gentleman refers, as having been made 
by the President of the United States under an 
old law, has nothing to do with overriding the pro- 
visions of that bill. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I find myself in somewhat ofa 
difficulty. [donot know whether I shallcensult the 
disposition of the Senate, composed of sixty-two 
members chosen by sovereign States of the Union, 
to do right, and ae the Constitution sworn to 
do right—whether I shall reconcile the discrepan- 
cies of gentlemen on either side of the House, or 
whether | shall act for myself. I think that the 
best plan is to read the law, to ascertain what has 
been done heretofore, and then to draw my own 
conclusions. Iam notyet convinced that the See- 





retary of the Senate would, under that or any 
other law, having given a bond of $20,000, be en- 
titled to draw more than $20,000 atatime. | may 


be wrong; but I do not wish to place it within his 
power to take $500,000 out of the ‘l'reasur y 
dispose of it without any further 

than his bond of $20,000 would give. 

I do not wish to prolong this debate. IT amnot 
in the habit of making long speeches. I have 
been — practical than tedious in my course 
here; but I do desire, when a question of this im- 
portance is presented, to have it clearly stated. I 
cannot see why we should endeavor so to change 
the bill that the Senate has sent to us, in respect 
to their own pay and the duty of their own ofii- 
cers, as to make it perfectly inefficient for all the 
purposes for which it was designed. I do not 
desire to act offensively. I do not wish both 
branches of the National Legislature to be brouzht 
into conflict. There is evidently some misunder- 
standing, which has induced the Senate of the 
United States to pass this bill and to abstain, up 
to this 12th day of January, from drawing any 
pay. ‘They desire the passage of this bill that 
they may have the money due them. 

Ll have looked into the bill, and I see nothing in 
its provisions, as sent from the Senate, but what 
I can vote for. I desire to vote for the Senate 
bill, and against the amendments proposed by the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 1 ask the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish the gentleman 
would withdraw the call for the previous question. 
I will renew it. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 

Mr. CLIN 


,andto 
responsibility 


I will withdraw it. 


‘GMAN. I would say asingle word 


la 
he 
vo 


re 


1854. 


on the subject before the Hlouse. I will occupy 
but a moment’s time. I say,at the outset, that if 
l were a Senator | should vote against thi bill. 


I think it is a bad bill: and I have heard no reason 
assigned, either upon this floor or from the little 
Inquiries | have made from Senators—I have heard 
no reason whatever assigned for passing it. On 
the contrary, | have no doubt that the Senate and 
p nt paid 1} 

this Llouse. After the gentleman from Indiana 


[Mr. Mace] offered his amendment, some weeks 





officers can be paid as they are at pre 


ago, to this bill, | took it upon me to inquire of 
the Speaker, ~ IL learned from him that there 
was no difficulty whatever in the payment of the 
members and cies in the way they are now 
paid,and that there is no necessity forany change. 
As it now , the money remains in the Treasury, 
where it 1s perfectly safe, and the payments are 
made from time to time, as we all understand, 

If this bill prusse s,then the S« ‘retary of the Sen- 
ate may obtain money from the ‘Treasury to any 
amount he wishes—to the extent of several hun- 
dred thousand dollars—and, as it is suggested, he 
would probably deposit it for safe-keeping in some 
of the city. Well, then, if this 
bank breaks, of course the money is lost, because, 


one of the banks 
, 
though the Secretary may give ab md, neither the 
Senate nor the House would be like ly to collect it 
from him, if there were no default on his part. 1 
am not disposed, therefore, to have the public 
ed in that situation, because I think there 
is no necessity for it, viz: to put them in peril un- 
necessarily. Nevertheless, 1 stand in a very 


2 } ! 
funds pie 


difficult position on this matter, ‘The Senatemay 
have good reasons, which they do not think 
proper to give us, for their desire so to place a 
portion of the public oe asa matter of conve- 
nience, ina state Which may be more agreeable to 
them thar were In the Treasury. [say that, 
for their personal gratification, or convenience, 
they may desire this t Well, sir, 
if | vote for the bill, I shall vote against my own 
judgement, very decidec ly formed, to gratify the 
‘Senate. I rather think that I will vote for the bill, 
if amended as proposed by our committee: and yet, 

even then, | am placed in a situation of embar- 

rassment, caused by a conflict between a feeling 
of courtesy to the Senate, and of doubt as to the 
propriety of the measure. 

Again: [ have objections to the salary of the Sec- 
retary of the Senate. “He has heretofore ee 
the like duties for his present salary of $3,000 a 
year, with the aid of a clerk, who, | am told, gets 





hing to he dor e, 


$1,500 a year to attend to this very business of 


payin; « Senators, &c.; andit is proposed to give the 
Secretary $1,000 a year more for doing the same 
duties that he has already been doing. I dislike 
that. I do not agree with my friend from Ohio, 
that we have nothing to do with the 7 pay that the 
Senate may choose to give their officers. Sir, the 
officers of the Senate are officers of the United 
States, and we may very well inquire what com- 
pensation they ou; cht to have. I[ will tell you, 
in effect, what will probably result from ‘this 
thine. If we vote the Secretary of the Senate 
$1,000 additional for no additional duty—for 
he performed this branch of his duties heretofore, 
and had a clerk with a salary of $1,500 a year 
to help him to perform this identical duty of 
disbursing the funds of the Senate, besides a 
number of other clerks to aid him in his duties— 
you will find some gentlemen coming into this 
House, perhaps before the end of the present ses- 
sion, and saying that the Clerk of the House has 
just as arduous duties to perform as the Secretar 
of the Senate, and therefore his salary should be 
increased to $4,000. I have observed these things 
earefully; and I am glad that this debate has 
sprung up at this time, because I hope it will in- 
dons those who are new members upon this floor 
to take occasion to examine into the matter. We 
shall see, I say, during the course of this session, 
probably, a number of propositions brought be- 
fore us for the increase of salaries, and the paying 
of extra allowances to officers who are already 
well paid. I have carefully noted how these mat- 
ters goon. Somebody presents to the House the 
case of an officer who, he si ays, ought to have an 
increase of salary;on the cround that he has creat 
trouble in the discharge of his duties, and is, 
withal, a very meritorious individual. You, there- 
fore, increase “ compens sation; and, upon the 
strength of that action of the House, somebody 
else brings in iaaaiial bill for the increase of the 
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salary of another officer of the same grade of 
office. You push him up also; and then follows, 
as the next step,a gen ral bitl to raise the sal 
artes of all the office rs of that class; and they will 
remain so raised for a few sessions. Then, after 
awhile, some one will represent to the House that 
a certain officer, A, for it stance, does more work 
than B, and that he should receive a still further 
increase of salary ; and so it will go on. 
Now, in my experience in Congress for many 
years, there has never been an office abolished by 
Congress; and never an instance in which a 
salary has been reduced. When, therefore, we 
shall come to the matter of the increase of the sal- 
aries of officers, it is well to look about us, and see 
the general consequence. [think there is no reason 
for an Increase of this salary of the Secretary of 
the Senate. I shall thereforeevote for the scant 


ment which strikes out that provision of the ori- 


ginal bill. I think I shall vote for the bill under 
protest, if it be amended as proposed. I shall vote 
for the bill to gratify the Senators. They think 


they have ari 


rht to the control and disposition of 


their contingent fuand— 

Mr. CRAIGE, (interrupting. ) 
man vote to gratify the Senators a 
judgment ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If I vote for it at all, I 
can put it upon no other ground than a desire, as 
re Senators. The 
members of the Senate are, perl 


Wil! th 


fuinst his own 


»rentle- 


a matter of courtesy, to obli 






aps, a more digni- 
fied body than the House; and, perhaps, for that 
reason, they do not like the idea of going down 
to the Treasury Denartment, from time to time, 
for such little sums as they may happen to need. 
This is a mere matter of taste; yet | am willing 
to gratify them, if we can do so without putting 
the public funds in-peril. I wish, however, that 
this bill had expressly provided—and I regret that 
the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means did not recommend that amendment—that 
the Secretary should not draw out over 820,000 
atatime. IL would inquire of the gentleman from 
Alabama whether, if this bill passes, and the Sec- 
retary of the Senate gives bonds for $20,000, he 
is authorized to draw from the Treasury a larger 
sum than that? 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no restriction in 
the bill as to the amount-which he shall draw. 
If this bill passes as it came from the Nenate, he 
will have the control, not only of the pay for the 
mileage and per diem of the Senators, but of the 
entire contingent fund of the Senate. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If that be so, and I pre- 
sume the gentleman from Alabama is right, he 
may draw several hundred thousand dollars, and 
deposit it in one of the banks of this city. I do 
not know whether the Secretary of the Senate 
would take six per cent. for the use of it while 
there, and I have no reason to think that he will. 

Sut itis not improbable that, when he comes to 
choose between the banks, some of them may 
make liberal oifers, and those banks which are the 
least secure will be ready to offer the greatest in- 
ducement to him to put the money in their hands, 
and he may, in that manner, realize an immense 
sum annually, if he chooses. Now, I do not like 
to expose any officers to temptations of that sort. 
I believe Mr. Dickens is an honest man; but I 
regret that there is not a limitation, as I would 
vote for the bill cheerfully with a limitation of the 
kind I have pointed out; and I am in doubt 
whether [ ought to vote for it without such a limi- 
tation, even if it be amended as the committee 
propose. W ould it be in order to move an amend- 
ment providing that the Secretary should not, at 
any one time, receive a larger amount than the 
amount to be paid ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman can accom- 
plish his object if he will vote for the amendment 
which separates the two funds, and leaves the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate just where itis. If he 
will vote for the amendment to keep the funds 
separate, and guarded by rapes restrictions, there 
will be no diffic ulty about the matter; and then this 
bill will apply alone to the pay and mileage of 
Senators. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand that; but at 
the same time lam willing that some portion of the 
contingent’fund of the Senate should stand upon 
the same footing with their per diem and mileage, 
so that, for instance, their little daily expenses may 
he paid off also. If a member’s chair or desk is 
broken, I am willing that they should have ihe 





means of arranging such matters, without being 


1 ; 
obliged to go tothe Treasury L should rather 
have an amendment which linits the amount 

j 
the hands of the Secretary,and then reie thela 


amendme 


ntofthe Com mittee on Wavsand Mean 


, 
though we may possil bly attain the same ae 


by agreeing to the amendme I exsscigh Ss sug- 
restion, because I have some diffe ‘ulty about the 
matter, and because | hope also that gentlemen 


will join me in looking into some of the proposed 
expenditures which will come before us during th 

session. | promised my friend from Ohio iMr. 
Taytor] to renew the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question or fered. 


The first section of the bill reads as follows: 
That all moneys which have been, or may herealter be, 
appropriated tor the compensation of members and oflicers, 
and for the contingent expenses of the Senate, shall be paid 

out of the Tre 
Ot the Senate, an 


iy on requisition drawn by the Secretary 
[shall be kept, disbursed, and accounted 


for by him according to law; and the said Seeretary shall 
be deemed the disbursing officer, and shall be allowed the 
sum of S1.000 per anuum as a compensation, over and 
ove his salary as Secretary of the Senate, tor whe duties 


hereby imposed upon him.’ 

The SPEAKER. 
will be upon the first amendment proposed by the 
committee, which is to strike out after the word 
‘* members’’ the words, ** and offic 
contingent expenses.”’ 

Mr. BAYLY , of Virginia. As there is to be 
a quarrel between the two Houses, | want to see 
who will make i. and | therefore call for the yeas 
and nays ) 


The question first in order 


ers, and forthe 


upon the adoption of the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question next in order 
will be upon the second amendment proposed by 
the committee to the first section, W hich is to strike 
out the words ‘* and shall be allowed the sum of 
S1 000 per annum, as a@ compensation over and 
above his salary as Secretary of the Senate, for 
the duties hereby imposed upon him.”’ 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for the yeas and 
nays upon the adoption of the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was hen taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The second section of the bill reads as follows: 


‘And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the bond now 
required by law to be given by the Secretary of the Se nate, 
he shall give bond to the United States, within ten days 
after the passage of this act, with One or more sureties, to 
be approved by the Comptrollers of the Treasury, in the penal 
sum of $20,000, with condition forahe faithful application 
and disbursement of such funds as may be drawn from the 
Treasury under this act, which bond shall be deposited in 
the Comptrollers’ office; and it shall be the duty of each 
and every Secretary of the Senate who may hereafter be 
chosen, to give bond as aforesaid, within thirty days after 
he enters upon the duties of his office, and before making 
any requisition as aforesaid.’’ 


The SPEAKER. The third amendment pro- 
posed by the comm ittee 1s to strike out of the 
second section the words ** jn lieu of,’’ and insert 
in place thereof the words ‘in addition te? 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The fourth amendment was the following: 





“ Page 1, line 23, after the words ‘by the,’ insert the 
word ‘first,’ so as to make the clause read ‘to be ap 
proved by the First Comptroller of the Treasury.’ ” 

The question was put, and the amendment 
was agieed to. 

The fifth amendment was the following: 


’ 


“Page 1, line 29, after the words ‘ of the,’ insert the 


word * frst. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment makes the 
same change as the last. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The sixth amendment was to strike out the 
third section. 

Mr. BAYLY. I call for the yeas and ns Lys 
and, that there may be no mistake, | ask for tell- 
ers on ordering them. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Haran, of 
Indiana, and WuHeecer were appointed. 

Several Members. Read the section. 

The section proposed to be stricken out was 
read by the C lerk, as follows: 

‘ And he it further enacted, That the accounts of the 





Secretary of the Senate, of his disbursements of moneys on 
account of the contingent expenses of the Senate, when 
passed by the committee to audit and control such contin 


gent expenses, and certified to have been so passed by the 
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held Mr. MACE. If lt have it in my power to do 


168 


chairman of such committee, shall be de 





conclusive il the oteers of the Treasury Departnent.’? so. L will with draw that amendme: 
Upon seconding the call for the yeas and nays, The “AKE It can only be withdrawn by 
the teliers reported—ayes 29, noes OU. unanimous cons : i 
So the yeas and nays were ordered, Mr. MACE. ive that nsent 
Mr PECKHAM. 





. ; 1m 
1 sent for the Sub-Treasury No objection 


act, and | desire now to call the attention of gen- © withdrawn. 


tlemen—— The bill was then ordered to a third reading 
The SPE AKER. It is too late to meee any and “was subse que ntly read the third time. 

remarks, unless by the unanimous consent of the The question now being, **Shall the bill pass? : 

House, for the previous quesuon has been or- Mr. HOUSTON demanded the previous ques- 


dered. tion 
Mr. PECKHAM. I desire only to make the 
susvestion that the Sub-Treasury act is entirely at 


The previous ques stion received a second; and 


¢ 


the main question was ordered to be now put. 


war with the position taken by gentlemen upon Mr. WALSH. I call for the yeas and nays 
this floor in reference to the effect of the bill now | on the passave of the bill. 

under consideration. Itis, beyond all doubt or The yeas and nays were — 

controversy, that a disbursing officer has no right Mr. G REENWOOD.. I should like to have 


to make a de posit of the money, or to use 11—— 
{Cries of ** Order !’’] : 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, as bill will eeain be reported. 

the main question has been ordered to be now No objection being niade, the bill was once more 

read throuch by the Clerk. 
The question was taken: 


—yeas 113, nays - 


the bill again read as it amie amended, 


The SPEAKER. If th 


here be no objection, the 


put. 
Mr. WHEELER. I desireto makea briefex- 


and the bi 
planation, it I have the permission of the House to 


as follows: 


}] was passed 








rl ats 2 se lons 
do so. { will not detain the House long. YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Alien, Appleton, Banks, 
{Loud cries of “Object . Barksdale, Barry, Bocock., Breekinndge, Bridges, Brooks, 
‘The SPEAK ER. Itis too late to make any eX- { ampbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, ( hurchiwell, Clark. Chog 
planation now. ‘The a. is upon the last man, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cutting, Dawson, Dean, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eddy, 


amendment proposed by the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and upon that question the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think the Chair is 
mistaken. | understood that the result of the tell- 
ers was, that the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in error; 


Roghsh, Faulker, Flagler, Florence, Puller, Goode, Green, 
Greenwood, Grey, Saipson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, 
Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hiester, 
Houston, Howe, Llughes, Ingersoll, Roland Jones, Kerr, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, 
Lindley, MeCuiloeh, MeMuthin, Mace, Matteson, Maxwell, 
Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Morrison, Murray, Norton, Olds, Mordeeai Oliver, Orr, 


they were ordered. a Pe 7 co rkins, Dhue Ips, done Pratt, Pur- 
ar T r oa ; oie year, Ready, Richardson, Phomas Ritchey, Rabbins, Ratio, 

: desire t oO a ti : : ; 
Mr. MeMULLIN. I desire to know if the Gulia. Sana: Sevan, Gale, Wika, Maden. bod 


Committee on Ways and Means recommend the ton, Witham R. Smith, George W. Simyih, Snodgrass, 
adoption of this amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘Theamendment was report- 
ed by the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
mentto strike out the third section ot the bill; and 
it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 126, nays 
54:as follows: 


Richard fH. Stanton, Hester L. Stevens, Jolin J. Taylor, 
‘Thurston, Tracy, Troat, Vall, Wade, Walker, Billihu B. 
Washburne, Jolin Wentworth, Westbrook, Daniel B. 
Wrght, Yates, and Zollicoffer—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. James © Allen, Thomas H., Bavly, 
Releber, Benson, Bissell, Boyee, Chas nibe nla, Chandler, 
Chase, Cobb, Craige, Joh G. Davis, Mastman, Ediands, 
Ellison, Etheridge, Farley ee =, Grow es un 
ition, Hout. Damel T. Jones, George W. Jones, MeNair, 

Y EAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C, Allen, Willis Allen, Macy, Mauriee, JobnG. Miller,Morgan, Nie hele? ee “cy 
Banks, Belcher, Bell, Boyee, Breckinridge Bridges, Pennington, David Ritehie, Rogers, Rowe Seward, William 
Brooks, Chamberlain, Chosman, Churchwell, Clark, Cling Sinith, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, 
man, Cobb, Corwin, Craige, Cullom, Jobn G. Davis, Johu L. Taylor, Tweed, Vansant, Waltbridge, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dean, De Witt, Dowdell, Dun Walley, Walsh, Wells, Wheeler, 
bar, Eastman, Eddy. Edmundson, Ellison, English, Ever and Witte—S2. 
hart, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddines , Green, : \ i ee 
Grey, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, So the bill was passed. 
Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hib 
bard, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Rolfnd Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kittredge, 
Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, 
Lyon, MeCulloch, MeMullin, MeQuucen, Mace, Maxwell, 
Mayall, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Parker, Peck, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Pur 





Upham, 
Tappan Wentworth, 


The question was put upon the following amend- 
ment to the title, and 1 was agrees d to: 

Strike out the words ** A bill regulating the dis- 
bursement of the contingent fund of the Senate, 
and for other purposes,” and insert in lieu thereof: 
‘© A bill to constitute the Secretary of the Senate 

wed g sl Ss or tlicer for i rs seg there - 
vear, Reese, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, a dis ae = licer for the ee 
Rowe, Ruthin, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, tioned. 7 
Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, Witham R. Mr. FULLER. 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Snodgrass, Hestor L. Stevens, 
Stratton, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Tracey, stion be laid upon the tab! 
Trout, Vansant, Wade, Walker, Walsh, Warren, Eliibu B _ ’ vs ' oe oes 
Washburne,Wells, Join Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Ihe latter motion was 
Daniel B. Wright, and Yates—126. Mr.CHANDLER. I move that the House do 

NAYS Messrs. Appleton, | Ashe, Thomas: H. Baily, now adjourn. 

Benson, Bissell, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chan The | * rag taken: 
dier, Chase, Cook, Cox, Crocker, Cutting, Disney. Ed re question was taken; 
agreed to. 


mands, Etheridge, Farley, Franklin, Goode, Greenwood, 
Harrison, Hiester, Hill. Hunt, Kidwell, Macdonald. Me Thereupon the House adjourned (at ha'f past 
threeo ‘clock ) until to-morrow at twelveo’clock,} 


I move that the vote by which 
the bill was passed be reconsidered, and that that 


agreed to, 


and the motion was 


Nair, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, John G. Miller, 
Morgan, Peckham, Pennington, Pringle, Ready, Riddle, 
David Ritchie, Rogers, Frederick P. Stanton, Straub, David onleiibanassupniaaiehdeapisabilininailadiiaiitmas: 


Stuart, John L. Taylor, Tweed, Upham, Vail. Walbridge, 
Watley, Tappan Wentworth, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 13, 1854, 


and Zollicotter—H4, 
So the amendment was adopted. 4 
. The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House, Senate 
bill entitled ‘* An act for the relief of Joseph Mit- 
chell;’?’ which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and, 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it 


Irs vy 
The amendments reported by the Committee on — 
Ways and Means having now been disposed of, 
the question recurred upon the amendment offered 
by Mr. Mace, to add the following as an addi- 
tional section to the bill: 


** SEC 


- “And he tt further enacted, That the moneys 
which have been, or may hereatter be, appropriated for the 
per diem and mileage of members of the House of Repre 


sentatives, shall be paid at the ‘Treasury, on requisition > r+ . > ’ 
' a TAS erred to Co tee on tblic Lands 
drawn by the Sergeant at-Arms of the House of Represent. was referred to the mmittee on Public Lands. 


atives,and shall be kept, disbursed, and accounted for by Mr. HUGHES. Irise, Mr. Speaker, to what 

him according to law. And the said Sergeant at Arms I conceive to bea question of privilege. Yester- 

— be deemed ; ~ oy Magee and in lieu of the day, when the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 

2Ond now required Of him, under the rules of the House of ; 

egpenntenbeen, he shall give bond oe Unieed eae. called, they reported adversely in the case of Royal 

within ten days after the passage of this act, with one or | R- Platt. On speaking with the chairman of that 

aor ae be approved by the Comptroller of the | committee, | have ascertained that they had only 

reasury, in the penal sum of one hundred thousar o £ 

lars, with conden for the faithful applic ion oe jie. =~ nee a . the a nrc them, ane was 

bursement of such funds as may be drawn from the Treas the proofs he ad y some mistake, been sent to the 
Committee on Revoiutionary Pensions. I now 


ury under this act, which bond shall be deposited in the 
Comptroller’ office.’ move that the memorial be recommitted to the 


GLOBE. 
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Committee on Invalid Pensions, and that the other 
papers be withdrawn from the Committee on Rev- 
olntion iry Pensions, and take the same reference, 
nestion was taken, and the motion was 


THE COMMERCIAL MARINE. 
Mr. DRUM. Lask the unanimous consent of 
House to offer a resolution. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I eail for the regular order 
of busi ess, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I raise this question of 
order: The gentleman from Ohio arose in his place 
and demanded the regular order of business. I 
i” sist, therefore, that under that demand the reso- 
lution proposed to be submitted by the gentleman 
from P enneyies nia 1s out of order. 

Several Memuers. Let the resolution be read. 

Mr. EDGERTON. [ withdraw my objection. 

The resolution was then read; as follows: 

Resolred, Thatthe Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
strieted to inquire into the expediency of authorizing by 


law. the Seeretary of the Navy to equip and maintam three 
poblie vessels at the harbors of Boston, New Work, and 
Norfolk, respectively, which shall, in case of disaster to 
the conmmercial marine of the country, or of other exigen- 
cies requiring aid fromthe Navy Department, be at all 
times in a condition toact promplly under the orders of the 
Departinent. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
does that resolution get ht 

The SPEAKER. If objected to, it cannot be 
introduced. 

Mr. JON ES. 

GEORGE R. C. FLOYD. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a joint 
resolution from the Senate, entitled ‘* A joint ~ 
olution for the relief of John R. C. Floyd, late 
Secretary of Wisconsin Territory, and sureties;’ 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move that that 
joint resolution be referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I move its reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, which is, in my 
opinion, the “es appropriate committee for its 
t is in regard to the settlement of 


Mr. Speaker, how 


I object to its introduction. 


consideration. 
certain accounts. 

The question was taken; and the joint resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
Senate bill. entitled ‘* Anactfor the relief of Pris- 
cilla ©. Simonds;’? which was read a first ana 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call upen 
committees for reports. 

Mr. MACE moved that the Committee on 
Claims be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition and papers 1D the case of Sam- 
uel Grimes, and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands; which motion was agreed 


to. 

N Mr. MACE, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported **A bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Joseph Girard;’? which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, made the order of the day 
for to-morrow, and the bill and report ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee on 
Claims, moved that that committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition and 
papers in the case of J. A. Lapham, and also in 
the case of William Darby: and that they be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also, from the same commit- 
yo made an adverse report on the petition of 

Captain Francis Allyn and the owners of the ship 
Cadmus; which report was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. GIDDINGS, leave was 
granted to withdraw the petition and papers of 

Alexander Weed from the files of the House, and 
that they be referred to the War Department; and 
also to withdraw the petition and papers of John 
Metcalf, for the purpose of reference to the Senate. 
STEAMER FALCON. 

Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, Senate bill 

81, entitled ** Anact changing the name of the 
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American-built 
City.” 
Mr. FULLER. This ts a matter which I think 


t'aleon to that of Quueen 





nobody in this House will object to. | therefor 
move that the bill be read a third time, and be put 
UNON US Ppessxe, 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 


' 
| ssed, 
SON, from the Ce: mittee on 


e an adverse report on the memo- 


third time, an 

Mr. MORK 
Commerce, There 
rial of the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company 
of Balttmore; which was ordered to le on the 
table, and be printed. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. LATHAM, from the Committee on Publi 
Lands, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, Senate 


| 
\ 
} 
a 


bill, entitled ** An act to continue in force the act 
entitled *An act to ascertain and settle the land 
claims in the State of California.’ ”’ 

The Clerk read the biil; which provides that 
the term for which the commisstoners for the set- 
tlement of private | 





land claims in the State of Cali- 
fornia, ay pointed ly an act of Congress of March 
3, 1851, be extended for one year further, to be 
computed from and after March 3, 1854. 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, Lask the unani- 
mous consent of the Llouse to make a statement 
relative to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia is entitled to the floor, and may make such 
Siatement. 

Mr. LATHAM. The bill for this commission 
for the settlement of private land claims in Cali- 
fornia, was passed by Congress in the spring of 


the year 1851. The commission itself was never 
organized until some time in January, | think, of 
1852. By the spring of 1352, there were between 
eight and nine hundred claims filed before this com- 
mission in California, claiming something over 
eleven million acres of land within the limits of 
that State. That commission has been in con- 
tinued session from that time up to the present, and 
has disposed of about three hundred cases. Some 
two hundred cases have been argued and submit- 
ted to the board, and yet remain undecided. 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, merely asks that the 
term of the district commission may be extended 
for one year, in order that they may complete the 
business which they have already undertaken. A 
large majority of the cases decided have gone into 
the United States district court, and will come to 
the Supreme Court of the country. It is essen- 
tial that this bill should pass before the twentieth 
of this month. The steamer which next goes to 
California leaves on that day, and will not reach 
there—even if she have the best of weather—till 
some time early in March. The commission ex- 
pires on the third day of March. 
this bill vo through the ordinary course of lecis- 
lation, it will be absolutely impossible for it to be 
reached on the Calendar before the sailing of the 
next steamer: and the result will be that the com- 
mission will have expired, and great loss will have 
ensued, not only to the country, but to the re- 
spective claimants who have filed claims before 
that commission for adjudication. I therefore, 
with this statement of facts, and with a view to 
save loss to the Government itself, and to save 
loss to the claimants themselves, ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House that this bill be now 
put upon its passage. 

If any gentleman has any doubt as regards the 
condition of this commission, of the business 
which has been performed by it, and of the busi- 
ness which is now before it, | think I can satisfy 
him that the commission are doing the best they 
can, and have been doing the best they could do, 
to facilitate the business of the Government. 

TheSPEAKER. The question is upon order- 
ing the biilto be read a third time. 

Mr. LATHAM. I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put, 

The main question being, ‘* Shall the bill be read 
a third time?”’ was put, and decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. COBB. The Committee on Public Lands, 
to which was referred House bill No. 1—better 
known as the homestead bill—leaving out many 
preliminary parts of the title—have had the same 


Now, then, if 
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under consideration for several weeks, and have 


instructed me to report ba a bill in the form of 
| tre ’ 
a1 SLOSS LEC. 
i t K ¢ hill 
l aesire omake one suvzestion before the hill 
passes out of m hands, or, a least, out of my 
. tr! - t . j . 
COnmtra HIS Is an Linportant measure, and one 
in which the Wacle COUnUrTY, DETHaps, more or less, 
hs ; 
feel a deep interest. and also a deep interest im the 


action which Congress may take upon the subject. 
Now, the question is, will we put the bill in such 
a condition, that this Congress cannot act upon 
it?) Shall we let it go upon the Calendar where it 
| desire to make this 


suggestion, and, if it shall be in order, to make a 


ean never again be reached ? 


motion to that effect before | sit down, that this 
bill, with all other bills that have been, or may 
hereafter be reported wm relation to this subject, 
may be made the special order for the second 
Puesday of February next. Before that time, 
all the measures relating to the matter will be 
betore Congress, and be printed, so that every gen- 
tleman in this House will be able to come to a 
conelusion as to the course of action which will be 
proper to be taken upon the subject; and they 
will be ready then to meet the eXpectation of the 
whele country. Shall we let this opportunity 
pass, and allow this bill to go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, where it 
never will be again reached, without some action 
making Ita special order, so that it may come up 
at some particular time—say the second ‘Tuesday 
of February next? I trust not; and if it be in 
order, | submit the motion that it be made a 
special order for the day named; and I hope no 
gentleman will object to it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 object to making it a 
special order for that day, or any other 

The SPEAKER. 
stitute? 

Mr. COBB. For the bill which relates to the 
subject of homesteads—being bill No. 1—the first 
which was introduced into the House. Does the 
Speaker entertain the motion to make it a special 
order ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will allow 
the bill to be reported tothe House first. 

The title of the bill was then reported as fol- 
lows: 


For what bill is this a sub- 


‘© A bill to encourage agriculture, commerce, 
and manufactures, and all other branches of in- 
dustry, and for granting to every man who ts the 
head ofa family anda citizen of the United States, 
a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres of 
land out of the public domain, unon condition of 
occupancy, and cultivation of the same for the 
period herein specified, and to graduate and re- 
duce the price of public lands ”’ 

The SPEAKER. This bill is reported back 
with an amendment. 

Mr. COBB. Theamendment relates to the grad- 
uation and reduction of the price of public lands. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama proposes tom ike the bill now reported, with 
all the other bills relating to the homestead policy, 
the special order for Tuesday next. The gentle- 
man from North Carolina (Mr. CiineMan | objects 
to such order; and the Chair rules that the motion 
is out of order. 

Mr. COBB. Then I shall have to submit. I 
think the Chair is perfectly right in his decision; 
and therefore | move that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that it be printed. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of 'Tennessee, obtained the floor. 

Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote referring this 


bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman has not the floor 
to make that motion, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee was recognized by the Chair; but the gen- 
tleman from Virginia rose,and said that he had a 
privileged question. ‘The Chair does not under- 
stand the gentleman from Tennessee as yielding 
the floor. 

Mr. COBB. Does the Chair suppose that I 
have yielded the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not suppose 
that the gentleman has the floor upon this partic- 
ular proposition. 


Mr. COBB. Twi! yield the floor, satisfied that 


the vO! i Im ! zood it 

Mr. JONES. I merely > i to remark that, 
if l { iB] e it flo ae ] next | ! | 
move to spend thei ‘ >» make © 
homestead ball pecial order for some future 
way. 

Mr. COBB. I was t to v that IT si | 
try to get the fl or for the same purpose: so that, 
between us both, we mav accomplish this o ' 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Lrise to inquire what would 
be the etfeect of the motion ma 
from Virginia? 
the bill with it: 

The SPEAKER, It will not. 

The question was then taken upon My Mi.t- 

nd 


SON’s motionza 


le bythe gentleman 


[Mr. Minuson.} Wallit not carry 


it was decided in theatlirmative 
Vir. COBR. l am instructed by the Committee 


on Publie Lands to report an amendment to tha 


portion of the homestead boll past 
related to the graduation of the price of the public 
lands. 

The SPEAKER. By the unanimous consent 
of the House the amendment can be sent to the 
Committee of the Whole, to be considered in econ- 
nection with the homestead bill, 

Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr. COBB. What right has the gentleman 
from New York to object? 

The SPEAKER. Phe Chair understands the 
gentieman from Alabama as having reported, a 


i olnect 





few minutes ago, the homestead bill, which, upon 
his motton, was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole onthe stare of the Union. The centleman 
now rises in his place and proposes to otfer a sub- 
stitute—— 

Mr. COBB. 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman proposes then 
to offer an amendment, which he desires shall ne- 
company the bill as such. The Chair decides 
that it can only be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. COBB. The amendment pertains to,and 
is a part of the same bill. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment should have 
accompanied the bill at the time it was reported 
by the committee. ‘The Chair would snerest, 
however, to the ventleman, that perhaps he may 
accomplish his purpose by offering his amend- 
ment as a separate bill. 

Mr. COBB. Then I will offer it as such. 

The bill was then introduced as ** A bill to re- 
duce and graduate the price of the publie lands;’’ 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and, with the report, 
ordered to be printed. 


No, sir, not a substitute—an 


CHILDREN OF CITIZENS OF THE UNITED 
STATES BORN ABROAD. 

Mr. CUTTING. Il aminstructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to which was refe rred the 
mquiry whether any yand if any, what legis!ation 
Is necessary to secure the right of citizenship to 
children born out of the Unned States, whose 
parents at the time of such birth are citizens of 
the United States, and directine them vo report ai 
as early a day as possible, by bill or otherwise, 
to report to the Flouse a bill, which is eminently 
necessary in order to correcta lamentable defeet in 
the law as it now stands. After the bil! bas been 
read, with the permission of the House, |] will 
briefly explain the objeets of the bill; and | am 
convinced that, from a sense of justice, the sympa- 
thies and patriotic sentiments of members of the 
House will concur in saying that it deserves im- 
mediate action at the hands of the House. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, as follows: ; 

*¢ A bill to secure the rights of citizenship to the 
children of citizens born out of the limits of the 
United States.”’ 

It was then read in extenso by the Clerk. 

It provides that all persons born out of the limits 
or jurisdiction of the United States, whose fathers 
were, at the time of teir birth, citizens of the 
United States, shall be deemed and « nsidered as 
citizens of the United States, provided that the 
rights of citizenship shall not descend to persons 
whose fathers never resided in the United States. 

It also provides that when a woman, not a eciti- 
zen of the United States, is married to a eltizen, 
she shall be deemed to be a citizen of the United 
States. 





M rid | desire to explain to tne 
House t tion that is necessary forthe pro 
Le " t tl very interesting: portion Of What t 

t ed to be our populations and in order todo 

y,it Will be necessary for me to advertto the state 
ot i@ Iaw Upon this subject as it eXists, inde- 
pendently of any legi ion. 

By the common-law, the better opinion always 


ough there were some few dicta to the 


contrary, that the children of subjec ts born out of 
the allegianee of the crown, and under the alle- 


“another dominion, were aliens to the 
ormer, and were subjects of the latter, or not, ac- 

ling to the mun Ipal regulations of the country 
mn which the births might have he ippene d to take 
\t a very early 
1350—the 
that fore 
for the 


merce of the 


y period, early as the year 
25th of bedw wl TEL. kingland, with 
mht which has always characterized her, 
purpose of extendii r the trade and com 
country as much as possible, and 
emib 


therefore to take away any irrassment or 


themisel ve 





dati vulty to her subrects im planty z 


over the world, passed an act by whieh, reciting 


SCTvie doubts upon this 
Brntish sub 
heir 
and with the consent of their 


that there were subject, it 


ired that the children of 
born out of allegiance, where t 





w 3 ale 


had 


mothers 


| } } 
grey} ry HuUsvaANnUS, 
should be deemed natural-born subjects of Enyg- 
land. That provis sion continued in full force, with 


some 


alterations, until the reign of 


when an act was passed 


George I1., 
which was similar—al- 
most identical, indeed, in phraseology*to the 
first se: f the bill that | have been instructed 
It provided that in all eases of children 


tioh oO 


to report. 





by of British parents out of the allegiance of 
invland, they, and all there ifterto be born, should 
be tak 1 to be subrects of Kiel nd. 





Lits; 


priv- 


In the reivu of George IIl., in the year 


that act was extended so as to give the same 
tleves to the children 
tion: that is to sav, the chil fathers whose 
were English subjects were naturalized, 
and made equivalent to natural-born subjects, 

In the Victoria, in the year 1844, the 
Koghsh Parliament provided that the children of 
Knglish mothers, though married to foreigners, 
should rights and privileges of English 
subjects, though born out of allegiance. I have 
not, in this bill, gone to that extent, as the House 
will have observed from the reading of it. 

‘The same condition of statute regulation prevails 
in France, and, so far as my information extends, 
in every eivii ized country—protecting the children 
of therr subjects who happen to be born abroad. 

In the year 1790 Congress legislated upon this 
subject, and in the act providing for the natural- 
ization of there was a section introduced 
protecting and securing the rights of American 
children born abroad; and the ee of that 
section were entirely sufficient to have met every 
exigveney that existed, because it a) plied not only 
to the children of parents then living, but to the 
children of all parents thereafter to exist who 
might be born abroad. 

This act of 1790 continued in force as respects 
this branch of it until the 14th of April, 1802, 
when the whole series of the naturalization laws 
were by one blow repealed, and asubstitute passed 
by Congress; and in legislating upon what seeined 
to be the minor consideration in reénacting that 
small portion of the original act of 1790, which 
was designed to provide for the security of the 
children of our own citizens, it was embodied ina 
form of expression so loose and soambicuous that 
it was exceedingly dificult ever to gather its true 
sense and meaning. 

But a more fatal difficulty existed. Bvy the 
phraseology ¢ of the act of 1802, it seems that only 
those parents are embraced within its provisions 
who existed on the 14th of April, 1802, when this 
act was passed; so that while that statute: ives to 
the children of all persons born abroad on the 14th 
of April, 1802, or anterior to that time, the rig] 
of American citizens, it so happens that every 
citizen born a minute after 
lath of April, 1802, and who, with their families, 
have traveled abroad, either upon visits of pleasure 
or for the purpose of trade or business, or for the 
higher purpose of spreading the Gospel and shed- 
ding the lights of Christianity upon darkened 
countries—the children of all of these persons, no 
matter what their objects and motives may have 
been in traveling abroad, born to them abroad, are 


born of the second renera- 


"4 ; 
iren of 


fathers 


reign of 


have the 


aliens, 






the expiration of the 
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aliens to this country; so that the children of a man 


Who happened to be in the world i ie 14 ot 
April, 2. DOr toroad, are Ameri Hn ClUZEelS, 
+ | ‘ " 
while the children of persons born on the loth o 
I 
April, Inte, arealiens to the country. 


W eli, now, this injustice, this inequality was no 


manifest for a loug neriod of time, because it only 
lis disability to the eh 


r Jave, and, 


forward a quarter of a 


created or lett 





t 
those persous W ho were to be vorn att 


of course, you bad to go 
found the parent 


century betore you $s, and then 


had to advance nearly another quarter of a 


you 
century before the chiidren of these parents were 
placed ina position to ascertain what their political 


and civil rights were. 


Some ten or twelve year 





s avo, the embarrass- 
ment arming out of this defective legislation was 
ascertalt ed and perceived, Qt course it cre ited 

eat anXxie ly In the 
who had been and are stillabroad; because 
away from the soil, they carry with 
love, that atfection for their fatherland, that 
who remain in it const 
a ereater degree. 
our limits look 
their early 


alfection that 


minds of those of our citizens 
» though 
that 


those 


fhem 
antly have, and perhaps mm 
‘Those persons who are cut of 
back to the country of their child- 
a degree of en- 
exist, or Is 


nere, 


hood and homes, with 


ercetic I erhaps does not 
while we are 
glory and the advantages that 
fact of bearing the 


American citizen, 


not aroused within us 
feeling the 
rive from the 


scarce ly 

we de- 
proud name of 
Now it seems to me that this is a case of de- 
fective legislation, which oueht to be immediately 
acted We find, by looking at what h ts 


been done, that in 


upon, 
In4]1 a bill, substantially the 
same in levislation as the one I have the honor to 


I 
propose, was introduced into the Senate, and imme- 


diately ordered to a third reading, but then seemed 
in that con- 


at the Comnuniitte 


to have bee renamed 


dition. So, too, 


n fo rvotten, and 
| observe th e ON 
the Judiciary in this House have, at another ses- 
sion, re »ported a bill, but, unfortunate ly, that bill 
hus reported for the purpose of correc ting this 
great evil, took its direction to that committee which 
is the receptacle—it seems to me—of all things 
which are to be lost—I mean to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. And, un- 
doubtedly, the chances are that if this direction be 
given to this proposed correction of that great evil, 
it will not again be reached. 

Now, it appears to me that there is no matter 
of Jegislation which can appeal more stronely to 
the sensibilities of this House. It seems to me 
that there is no more interesting portion of our 
people than those who leave this country for the 
purpose of extending the trade and commerce of 
the country, or for the carrying the 
rreai principles of our institutions, and of the insti- 


> - 
purpose of 


tutions of Christianity, l.to foreign lands—that 
there can be no subject brought to the attention of 
this House which will more earmestly addres 


right feelings: 
and,in thi ieving thatthe [louse, 
and each member of the House, will feel that this 
is a subject interesting to himself individually, and 
that each member of this House will desire to ad- 
vanee and earry it through, I throw myself on 
each one of correcting 
this evil, the existenee of which all admit 

One word more, Mr. Speaker, as explanatory 
section of the proposed bill, and | 





itself to their bosoms and to their 
sexpectation, be | 


them to assist In at once 


of the second 
have done. 
The second section of 
where an American citizen marries a woman—a 
foreigner—that by the act of marriage itself the 
political character of the wife shall at once con- 
form to the political character of the husband. 
‘That section was taken in so many words, or in 
nearly so many words, from the recent act of 1244, 
Victoria. And it is a remarkable fact that where 
England has been a power antagonistic as It were 
to that — principle of legislation which has 
prevailed with us—namely, that honorable liber- 
ality by which we naturalize fi 


this act provides that 





j foreigners—althouch, 
I say, the legislation of Great Britain up to 1x44 
has been the reverse of this, yet, to the honor of 
that country be it said, they have been always 
foremost in promoting the interests and in pro- 
tecting the rights of its own And they 
have said, that where a wife—a foreigner—is mar- 
ried to a subject of England, it is better that she 
should isan English subject, 
at once inculcate in the minds 
children those principles of that coun- | 


sub eK ts. 


understand that she 
so that she may 
of her 
































































































try to whose political fortunes she has become 


united. And the [Louse will perceive, sir, that 
there can be no objec lon to it, beCuuse Wolen 
Where you Col- 


character of her hus- 


possess no political rights; and 


| i 
ier on her the political 


band, itis a relief to the husband, it aids him in 


the in children, 


and 


political character. 


tilling of proper principles in- lis 
terfere with any possible right of a 
And therefore, sir, it is that 
eht to be immedti- 


eannot tt 


the section, In my 
ately passed, kor there is no good reason why 
we should put a woman into the probationary 
term required na the naturelization 
the mconventenc 


opinion, ous 


laws, nor to 
of attending at the necessary 


fi purpose of dec] laring her 


courts, or places for the 
i renouncing her 
ug HD put the husband to the expense of the pro- 
nor, aa again, to the embarrassments 
connected with the transfer of real property. | 
ask the House, therefore —— 

Mr. FULLER. Will the gentleman from New 
York permit me to make an observation ? 

Mr. CUTTING. Certainly. 

Mr. FULLER. The gentleman from New 
York has brought forward a bill in which the peo- 
ple of my distriet-—which is bounded by the Prov- 
ince of New Brunswick for two hundred miles— 
are deeply interested. And I hope that the bill 
will be co onsidered. 

Mr. CUTTING. And let me say to my friend 
from Maine [Mr. Futier] in addition—and EF will 
add it to his remarks—that has recently 
attracted the notice of a great many very worthy 
and respectable people, who feel that this great 
evil ought to be relieved by the speedy and prompt 
action of the Government. Inthe State of New 
York it has been an object in our legislation to 
pass special acts for the relief of pers sons, mn refer- 

ence to property, coming by descent from children 
who should be escheated in consequence of their 
birth abroad. 

Ve cannot, of course, in the State of New 
York, regulate their political rights—that must be 
done by Congress; but to the small extent to 
which we can 20, you will find upon the statute- 
book from year e year, for five or six years past, 

special acts of legislation designed to provide 
against escheat of property, by reason of the alien- 
age of the children born abroad of American citi- 
zens. 


I have had sent to mea pamphlet written by 
one of the most eminent lawyers in the United 
States, whose fame is known from the northern 
extreme to the southern boundaries of our coun- 
try—I refer to Horace Binney; and gentlemen 
who are acquainted with his standing and position 
before this country, will perceive that | have not 
overrt ated him. He has recently 

laborate pamphlet, intending there! »y to draw the 
attention to the sul bject to which I have now in- 

vited the attention of this House. 

I beg ces to close the remarks which I have 
made—and which have been much more extended 
than I intended—by simply appealing to the indi- 
vidual feelings of patriotism, and sense of right 
of every member of this House, to put this bill 
upon its passage, So that there m: vy be no del: ly. 
lt isa reproach to us that it has not been acted 
upon before. 

Mr. MeNAIR, (interrupting.) [wish to inquire 
of the gentleman from New York, if this section 
of the law now unon the statute-book does not 
meet his case? It is this: 

‘ That the children of persons duly naturalized under any 


of the laws of the United States, or who, previous to the 
passing of any law on that subject’ by the 


all 1e97) ane e 





intentions al nor, 


ceeding: 


this subject 


published an 


said States under the laws thereof, being under the age of 
twenty one years at the time of their parents being so natu- 
ralized, or admitted to the rights of citizens hip, 


the United States; and the children of persons who now 
are, or have been, citizens of the United States, shall, though 
born out of the limits or jurisdiction of the United States, 
be considered citizens of the United States.’’ 

Mr.CUTTING. Does not the gentleman see that 
the very vice which I have referred to is contained 
in the language which he has read? The phrase- 
ology is, ** that the children of persons who now 
are, that i is on the 14th day of April, 1802, * or 
Ww he have been citize ns of the United States, sha!l, 
thouch born out of,’? &c. Does not the gentle- 
man see therein the very lamentable fact of which 
I have spoken? The difficulty is, that the act is 
not prospective In 1s terms. 


HAVEN As there 


seems to be no neces- 


Government of 
the United States, may have become citizens of any one of 


shall, if 
dwelling in the United States, be considered as citizens of 








on 
mn 
ot 


re 
yn 


ot 


1854. 


sity that there should be further discussion upon 
this bill, | move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was then ordered to be put. 

The main question being, ‘Shall the bill be 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time?:”’ 
vas put, and decided in the affirmative. 

‘The bill was subsequently engrossed, and read 
a third time. 

A Member. Let the bill be read through. 

There being no objection, the bill was read, as 
follows: 

be it enacted bythe Senate and House of Representatives 


} 


of ti United Stutes of simerica in Congress assembled, 
That persons heretofore born, or hereafter to be born, out 
ofthe timaits and jurisdiction of the United States, whose 
fathers were or shall be, at the time of their birth, citizens 
ot the United States, shall be deemed and cousidered, and 
are hereby declared to be citizens of the said United States : 
Pro }, however, That the rights of citizenship shall not 
descend to persons whose fathers never resided in the United 
States. 

sre. 2. Be it further enacted, That any woman, mar 
ried, or Who shall be married, to a citizen of the United 
States, shall be deemed and taken to be a citizen of the 
United States. 

Mr. DRUM. I move to refer this bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
] approve of the bill, but the naturalization laws 
In many particulars, besides the one already under 
discussion, need amendment. 

Mr. CUTTING. 
Has not the previous question been ordered ? 

The SPEEA KER. The previous q iestion has 
been exhausted. 

Mr. DRUM. Because the naturalization laws 
need amendment, I think the only chance of 
amending them would be to amend a bill of the 
kind now before us, which is preéniinently worthy 
of adoptuon;: and for the purpose of procuring an 
amendment of these laws in many other particu- 


’ 


I rise toa question of order. 


lars, someof which are quite as lamentable as the 
cases provided for by this bill, and which have 
come under my personal notice, [ move that the 
bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of general 
amendment. 

One case I will relate, and it arises out of a very 
similar State law to the one complained of by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Currtine,| and 
provided for in this bill. The ease to which I re- 
feristhis: There are many cases of foreigners who 
have come to this country, left their homes and 
children, became naturalized citizens here, and 
whose children have subsequently, after the lapse 
of a few years, been brought to this country; but 





they are not naturalized citizens under the act of 


Congress which has been read by my colleague. 
That act of Congress has been considered not to 
embrace cases of this kind. There are many such 
instances in which persons have grown up believ- 
ing themselves to be naturalized by the naturaliza- 


tion of their parents, but they are not citizens of 


the United States. I could mention various other 
instances in which the naturalization laws need 
amendment, besides the special case provided for 
in this bill. 

Mr. ORR. I think there 1s no necessity for 
referring this bill to the Committee of the Whole. 
The bill has been reported by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and it remedies a very glaring defect in 
the existing law. I move the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. DRUM. I will withdraw the motion J 
made to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
W hole. 

‘he question being upon the passage of the bill, 
it was taken, and decided in the affimative. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

ROBERT G. WARD. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported ‘*A bill for the 
relief of Robert G. Ward,’’ which was read the 
first and second time by its title, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. STANTON. L[aminstructed by the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary to report the following bill, 
With an amendment: 

‘A bill to amend an act, entitled ‘An act to 
divide the State of Arkansas into two judicial 
Districts,’ approved March 3, 1851.” 

Mr. STANTON. ‘Thatisa bill providing sim- 
ply that the courts in the western judicial district 
of Arkansas shall be authorized to sentence per- 
sous who may be convicted to confinement in 
the penitentiary, which is in the eastern district 
of that State. Itisa very important provision, 
but one which can give rise to no debate. The 
amendment [ propose is to remedy an omission 
which was in the original bill. 

The bill was then read through by the Clerk. 
It provides that the courts in the western judicial 
district of Arkansas shall have authority, upon 
conviction of persons of offenses for which pun- 


ishment by confinement in the penitentiary Is 


t 


annexed, to sentence such convicts to undergo 
imprisonment in the penitentiary in the eastern 
judicial district of the said State. 

The following amendment is proposed by the 


committee, to come in at the end of the bill: 


“And the counties of Sevier and Sebastian, in sad State, 
are hereby added to and made a part of the said second 
Western district.’ 

Mr. STANTON. These two counties lie 
pon the extreme western border of the State, 
and were emittel by accident in the bill creating 
that district. l suppose of course there will be 
no objection to its adoption, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and having been 
envrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. HILLYER. I desire to know if the morn- 
ing hour has expired? 

Yhe SPEAKER. It has not yet expired. 


DISTRICT COURTS IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, reported back, without 
amendment, the following bill, with a recommen- 
dation that it do pas 
** An act concerning the district courts of the 
United States in California.’ 
The bill was then read through by the Clerk. 
It provides that there shall be appointed by the 


President of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Sen ile, a district jude 
for the southern judicial district, heretofore estab- 
lished in California; and that the sessions of the 
district court of San José, Stockton, and Svera- 
mento, shail be abolished. 
that in case of the sickness or inability of the said 
district judge to hold the terms of the distriet court 
at the places prescribed by law, or eith 
it shall be lawful for the district judge of 


It also preseribes 


er of them, 
the north- 
ern district of California to hold the said sessions 
of the southern district; and that in case of the 
sickness or inability of the district judge for the 
northern district to hold the sessions of said 
court at the times and places prescribed by law, 
or either of t 
for the southern district to held said sessions for 
the northern district. 

Mr. STANTON. The original bill passed in 
1851, extending the judicial system of the United 
States over California, established two judicial 


rem, it Shall be lawful for the judge 


districts, and provided for the appointment of two 
In 1852—in a general appropriation bill, 
on account of some difficulty, as I understand, be- 
tween the Senate and President, in regard to the 
nomination of a judge—the law was so altered as 
to require the judge of the northern district to per- 
form the duties of both. I have been informed by 
the Senators and Representatives from California, 
that the duties of that judge are so onerous as to 
render it almost impossible for him to perform 
them. They inform me that he is engaged con- 
stantly, from the beginning of the year to the end, 
without any intermission of his duties. I can 
readily believe this to be true, from the fact that 
all the cases before the land commission in Cali- 
fornia are generally taken by appeal tothe United 
States district court of that State. 


judges. 


Under these circumstances, this bill becomes 
necessary, not only for the 
these judges to interchange with each other, bu 
for the purpose of reinstating the law as it origin- 
ally stood in 1851, when the judicial system of 
California was established. 7 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


purpose of enablin 


r 
t 
U 





I should like to ask the 
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chairman of the Committee on the ary a ques- 
Lien. fl think | understand the statement he has 
yUSt Now mude It is true that the act of last Con- 
vress devolved the duties of both distriets upon one 
yud re It was cone, however, with the asset Ct. 
and, | believe, at the sugvestion of the Represe a- 
tives or Senators trom the State of Califorma. But 


my recollection is thatthe salary of the judce who 
has been acting was imcreased—that he eiher re 
ceived the salaries of both judee ,or that his own 
Was Inereased. Am I correct in tl it? 

Mr. STANTON, Ele did not receive the salaries 
of both, but his own salary was increased from 
$3,000 to 85,000. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I recollected the ¢ 
that the salary was increased upon the express 
ground that he was required to discharge a double 
duty, and I should like the centleman from Ten- 


nessee now to tell me whether tie proposes to in- 





terfere with the salary which we 


the last Coneres: 
Mr. STANTON. 


' : : 
the salaries af 





appropriated vy 





these judges 
of 1852 devolved the duties of both of the judees 


upon one,and raised his salary to S5,000. ft have 


not examined the phrase ogy of the act of [s5l, 
but | presume that it controls the salary of t 

judge, At the same time, | hould be ‘ ad that 
‘the salary should re ral ed to a5.U00, because [ 
think that 43,500 is entirely imsufficient The 


COMMISSION el In the ki d commission get ss. OO 
and they are an inferior tribunal to the distriet 
court, because cases are carried by 
to the distriet court, 


Mr. HOUSTON, I do not intend to throw 


that econnmis 


any obstruction in the way ot the pas eof this 
bill. But © desired this information beea I 
think it would be as well, at on , to throw back 
the salaries of these judges to the amount they 
vere fixed at by the or mal law As tl al en 


are again to be sep rated, 1 think 
ries ought to be restored. 

Mr. LAPHAM. L think Lean satisfy the gen- 
tleman from A t 


throw this salary back to $3,500; and I will state 


bama that it would 


the reason: It was supposed, when the duties of 


the two districts were devolved upon ‘one pudcge 

that one judge would be able to discharge the du- 

ties of both. Expertence has satisfied all persons 

in that State t t th itis a matter of atsoiute Im- 
’ 


h 
. | lites, ) ’ ] a} 
possibility. Che court is in sess n,ainmost with- 
outintermission, from the firstday of January tothe 


| 1 \ ry at 
lust day of December. tie has the revision of the 


acts of the California land commission , Which is 
composed of thre comin mers, besides the or- 


dinary jurisdiction whieh belongs to the Uni ed 
States district court, and a maritime jurisdiction 
extending over about one thousand miles of our 


Pacific coast. Itis an absolute impossibility for 
i . ! ' 
one judge to discharge the whole of the business 
: a \" l \ 
imposed upon him. wow, then, this bill simply 
I 


‘ . ‘ » 
provide that, under the provisions of the bill of 


Peo) the President may appoint a judee for the 
southern distriet, in order to relieve this judee of 
the northern district from a portion of his laber. 


rr : 
fheannual salary of thenew judge will be $3.500 


Wn ' . 
The Ssaiaryv of the judge of th 


will be what it is at present. 


e northern distriet 
[he certainly earns 
it, for thereis 2 O Jud ial officer who works more 
laboriously than he does, and who is so poorly 
compensated, ; 

Mr. HILLYER. 1 move that the Ilouse re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would remark 
to the Hlouse that there are at present but few 
private bills on the Calendar. Some of them 
however, are of a very important character, and 
involve considerable amounts of money. The 
reports have only recently been made, and mem- 
bers have not had an opportunity to look into them 
and to inform themselves of the character of the 
claims. If we gotothe Private Calendar, we will 
make but little progress to-day; and, if the metion 
of the gentleman from Georgia be withdrawn, I 
shall move that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Uni n. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not wish to be the 
means of causing the bill reported by the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary to be put out of its 7 ee 


i , 
and, therefore, would inquire of the Chair what 
Wor d He its ee ndition iy now pa sec! Ove 

The SPEAKER No motion beings made to 


recommit, 1 would £o to the table. 
















































































recy It Cormmittee « the Jud ivy 

| “a Abs R That motto e enter- 
Line 

Mir hi ] | ‘ f R | MV m hee I iar} in re 

f itlemian f . Tennessee, {Mir Towns | 

! e revilar od for mastdering th \ 
' e Priva (late vin Tho bills interest 
very rve portion of our community, who, b wil! 


verture to iV, have been badly treated by this 
i se M f t} : vts 2 nr t “—_. , 
briewese, Minny of these Claims are just. hey 
bay e heen pending for years before the le rislative 


body of our country, and have not yet been acted 
upon. Edo hope that the House will not depart 
so as to dis- 
I trust 
into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, according to our rules 


from the revular order of 1s business 
turly its action on these 


that the 1 


private aims. 


1 ° 
onse will resoive itsel 


, 


and aceardme to the nehts this day of parties 
upon the Prys 
The SPEAKER. The Chair must remark that 


he has indu red the gwentlenms 


vate Clnlen { ir 


Pg from ‘Tennessee, 
n Georg: 
t ol House 
Committee of the Whole 
tion ss not debatable. 

Phe question now being on the motion, that the 
Li ouse resolve itselfinte a Committee of the Whole 
EI use ou the Private Calendar 

Mir. WALSH demanded which were 
‘dered, and Mr. McNair, and Mr. [larnis of 


laAhbama, were appointed 


teria tre 1,1 remarks upon 


' ' ’ ' 
that the resoive ttseif info a 


House; but such mo- 


,’ 
tellers; 





The ouestion was then put, and the tellers re- 


ported ayes 67, noes 9. 


rofian Was dis ivreed to, 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
ie motion that the FLouse resolve itself into the 


Whole on the 


peciuisston of the 


} 
: te of the 
House, 
, the Chair 


a communication from the State De- 


t 

Committee of the 
Union. With the 
. 
} 


iawever, 





' > ; ‘. 
petore that q restion Is taken 





No objection being made— 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the State Department, transmit- 
ting certain reports and statements required by 
“© An act to remulate and fix thec ym pens ition of 
clerks in the diferent offices,’’approved April 20, 
I8}8; and by the eleventh section of ** An act 
legalizing and making appropriations for such 
necessary objects as lave usually been included in 
the general appropriation bills, without authority 
ef law, and to fix and provide for certain inei- 
dental expenses of the Departments and offices, 


and for other purposes,’’ approved 26th August, 
Pn42: and also that called for by the resolution of 


the Llouse of Representatives, of January 13, 
S46. 

REFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
that the LLouse resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole onthestate of the Union, and it was 
decided in the affirmative. 

The tlouse accordingly resolved itself inte the 
Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe Union, 
(Mer. Ore in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee, at its last 
meeting, had under eonstderation the subieet of 
the reference of the President’s message, and upon 
that subject the ventieman from Kentucky {Mr. 
Ew Inc} is entitied to the floor. ; 

Mr. EWING having the floor, remarked that 
there was one potntin the message of the Prest- 
dent on which he desired to make a few remai ks— 
the levyine of tonnage duties 
merce for the support of internal improvements, 
He objected to the recommendation contained m 
the President’s message in this respect, especially 

i } W ere 
this mode carried out, he considered that it would 
be the introduction, not only of a system of unjust 
taxation, but of great discord, and, perhaps, of a 
dissolution of the Unton. By a careful examina- 
tion of the Constitution, it would be found that 
the only power of a State to levy duties was upon 
foreizn, and not upon domestic commerce. [Mr. 
KE. quoted various authorities in support of this 
position, which will hereafter be published. ] 

Having referred to the constitutionality of the 
question, a d assuming that he had only been par- 
tially successful in the proving the positions he had 

aid down, he might content himself, and there 
rest. But perhaps he might be allowed to say 


on domestic com- 


on the grounds of its unconstitutionality. 
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ul t, after ti \W :% rits fair sf} e of the 
ied ( ) “A thy Atlantic coast 
was stidd Nal Wey rhyt ises, doek-yards, 
und ¢{ { atin t med 0 o fune 
ra ) fon t resident ¢ Uy i states 
uid the Senator from Time Vir. Dorenas] to 
nak PreSTlLOT S that CM ToOrovenrments 
t re ! {iin our Western State Hhould be 
made by a tax upon the tocuimMes requiring therm, 
Such beme tie statement ofa President coming 





from one of the older States, it might peroans 


hardly be wondered at; but what should be said 


of a western Senator—a man of much judement 
and popalarity—recommendime such a course as 
this? ‘This was indeed a heavy barden which he 


rroposed to add to these the people of the West 


had alre idy to bear, and he trusted such a meas- 
ure would never receive the sanction of the Gov- 
ernment of this country. 

Untold miilions had been expended upon the 
States bordering pon tne sea—millionus to which 
all the States had contributed—and yet they were 
advised to make sub confederacies, and levy tone 
nage duties to make those improvements which 


were necessary to the very eXistence of that coni- 
meree which contributed to the weltare of all. 
his was the most 


neard of, 


monstrous suv rest on ever 
' 


There was alreaily 





’ nfeder- 
acy; in that the whole States were united; and 
now they were advised to spli€ it up int 
ments, in order to meet this tanciful coustitutional 


Was ever 


one great C 
» frag 
objection to uternal improvements! 
anything more monstrous ¢ 
During the delivery of Mr. E.’s remarks, a dis- 
cussion arose upona point of order as to whether 
amember of the House could advert to remarks 
made by a Senate; which the 
Chairman deeided could not be done in order. 


[Mr. Ewine’s speech will be found in the Ap- 
pe: Gqix 


‘The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Orr.) The Chait 
of opinion that be decided the question of order 
raised by the from Alabama [Mr. 
Piittms| too broadly. I find in the Manual 


this rule: 


member of the 


ventleman 


“Itis a breach of order in debate to notice what has been 
said on the same subject in the other House, or the partic 
ular Votes Or majorities Ou it there; because the opinion of 
each House should be left to its own independency, not to 
be tnflueneed by the proceedings of the other; and the 
quoting them might beget reflections leading to a misunder- 
standing between the two Houses.”’ 

Mr. EWING. I think the Chair is laboring 
under a mistake. ‘The speech from which I read 
was a speech of the last session, and it has, con- 
sequently, passed out of the power of Congress as 
completely as if it were a matter of half a century 

It has been published by the Senator 
himself tothe country. [t wasa matter belonging 
to the action of the last Congress. 


gone OY. 


It is a part of 
the history of that Congress, and is not now a 
proposition pending before the other branch of the 
National Legislature. 

The CHAIRMAN. [f the remarks of the gen- 
tleman [Mr. Ewina| had been confined exclusively 
to the action of the last Coneress—to the proceed- 
ings of the last Congress—the Chair 1s of opin- 
ion that the gentleman might have alluded to them 
in order: butif the ventleman alludes to a matter 
now pending before another branch of Congress, 
the Chair thinks he is not in order: and the gen- 
tleman, | understand, made some allusion to what 
had transpired during the present Congress, and 
such an allusion would be out of order aceording 
to the Manual. ‘That which has been said or done 
in the Senate at a preceding Congress is a legiti- 
mate subject of comment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to say a word. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the gentleman {Mr. 
RICHARDSON] be not going to speak in reference to 
the point of order, he will permit me to make a 
singie suggestion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. [I desire to make a re- 
mark on that subject. [tis proper that the ques- 
tion should be decided correctly. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois has the floor. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I did not choose to in- 
terrupt the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Ew- 
wG| during the progress of his remarks, though 
the point suggested itself to me at once, when the 
allusion was made. During the short period that 
I have served here, no gentleman has ever been 
permitted to allude to remarks made in the Senate. 








Jan. 13, 


cuoted 


To ayoid that rule, they have very often 


from speeches which they have seen published in 
such and such a paper. 
Vir. CLiINGMAN. In the public newspapers. 
Mr. RICHLARDSON. Yes. The pom has 
heen made even then, and the Chair has sustained 
it, and the -louse has sustained the Chatr in its 
decision. The reason forthe rule is, that there 


may be no confliet between the members of the 


two bodies; and the moment you depart from that 
rule you open the door which lets in consequences 
which would be evil enough, God knows. 

Mr. REVERE obtained the floor. 

Mr. MeQUEEN. My collengue[Mr. Keirr] 
supposed that the HLouse would have goue tuto the 
consideration of private bills to-day, and not into 
He is therefore not at this moment 


prepared for the question under consideration, xud 


committee. 


asks the courtesy of the Louse to rise. I] make 
that motion. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to, 

‘The committeeaccordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chatrman of thecom- 
mittee [Mr. Orr] reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union had, aceord- 
ing to order, had the state of the Union generally 
under censideration, and particularly the Presi- 
dent’s inessage, and had come to ho conclusion 
thereon 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 move that the Eiouse do 
now proceed to the consideration of the business 
upon the Speaker’s table. 





‘The question was taken, and the motion was 


} 
agreed to. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

The SPEAKER. The first business upon the 
Speaker’s table is Senate bill No. 13. entitled “An 
act prescribing the manner of appointing the As- 
sistant Secretary of the ‘Treasury.’’ The demand 
for the previous quesuon was pending when this 
bill was last under consideration. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. There is an amendment to 
the original bill, proposed by the gentleman from 
Alabama, {Mr. Hovusron.] The question will first 
be taken upon that amendment, and then upon the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Orr.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am willing to withdraw 
that amendment, as the substitute of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina covers the same ground. 

The SPEAKER. It can be withdrawn if there 
be no objection. 

No objection was made, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
bill, and then the substitute. 

The bill was then read, as follows: 

‘ Be it enacted, &c., That the Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury. authorized by the thirteenth section of the * Act 
to establish the Home Department, and to provide for the 
Treasury Departwent an Assistant Secretary of the Treas 
ury, and a Commissioner of the Custom-,’ approved the 3d 
of Mareh, 1849, be, trom and atter the passage of this act, 
appointed by the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate.”? 

The SPEAKER. The substitute is to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and substitute in 
lieu thereof what will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read the substitute, as follows: 

“That hereafter, as the office of Assistant Secretary ofthe 
Treasury shall be vacated, the appointment of lis successor 
shall be made by the President of the United States, by and 
with the adviee and consent of the Senate.” 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
adoption of the substitute for the bill. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I call for the yeas 
and nays upon that question, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put, upon the adoption 
of the substitute, and decided in the atirmative— 
yeas 96, nays 70; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bissell, Bocock, Breckinridge, 
Bridges, Brooks, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb,Colquitt, Craige 
John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson. De Witt, Dow 
dell, Dunbar, Edmundson, Ellison, Etheridge, Farley, 
Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Green, Greenwood, 
Grey, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hen- 
drieks, Henn, Uibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Howe, Hughes, 
Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Keitt, Kidwell, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Lilly, Maedonald, 
MeNair, MeQueen, Maxwell, Mayall, Sinith Miller, Mill- 
son, Morrison, Murray, Noble, Orr, Bishop Perkins, Jolin 
Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Ruflin, Sapp, Seward, Seymour, 
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Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, George W. Smyth, 


Hestor LL. Steve 


siratt 





Straub, Johu J. Tavior, 
it, arren, Wells, John Went 
wok, Daniel B. Weight, and Hendrick B. 





\\ Aer, 








Bay Bente Carpenter, ¢ ul ndier, Chase, 
Cook, Corwin, Cox, ¢ her, Cullom, Cutting, Diek, 
Diektason. Bastman, Everiart, Ewtng, Plagier, Franklin, 


Haven, Hester, Hill, Hunt, Kerr, Koox, Lindley. Linds 

Cutloch, MeMutlin, Matteson, Maurice, Middles 

h, John G. Miller. Morgan. Norton, A ew Olrver, 

Parker, Peck. Peckham, Pennington, Powell, Pringle, 

Purvear, Ready. Reese, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, 

Satin, Sage, Shannon, Gert Sith, Suodgrass, Frederick 
ir 


ew Stuart, John iL. Taylor, Tracy, Up 


“ 





> Stanton, An 
they Wade, Walbridge, Wallev, Walsh, Eiihu B. Wash 
burne, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, Yates, and 
Zollicotler—7 

So the substitute was adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon 
ordering the bill to be read the third time. Upon 
that question the previous question is not ex- 
hausted. 

Mr. WHEELER. 1 move that the House 
adjourn, 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. Is it now in or- 
der to make any remarks? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order at this 
time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the substitute was adopted, and to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

“Mr. STAN rON. of ‘Tennessee. Upon that 
motion | ca!l for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WEHIEELER. Lask for tellers upon the 
yers and nays, 

‘Tellers were ordered: and Messrs. Bripces and 
W tteeLer were appointed, 

The House was divided upon the demand for 
the yeas and nays, and the tellers reported—ayes 
50, noes not counted. 

So the veas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. }LOUSTON. (1 will withdraw my motion 
to reconsider and lay upon the table, 

The question upon ordering the bill to a third 
reading was then put. 

[Con siderable confusion prevailed in the Hall.] 

Mr. WHEELER. I moved to adjourn before 
the Chair put the question upon ordering the bill 
toa third reading. IL insist that the motion be 
entertained, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, ( Mr. Jones.) The 
gentleman could not have made the motion, for he 
was certainly not recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. ORR. Has the result of the vote upon 
ordering the bill to a third reading been an- 
nouneed ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
consider the question as not having been put. 

ADJOURNMENT TILL MONDAY. 


Mr. HILLYER. I move that when the House 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday next, 

| Cries of “No!” **No!” and «© ¥ea!’’) 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohito. Task the induleence 


the House to make a single remark 


of , suggested 
to me by the Doorkeener of the House. [never 
made a motion to adjourn over since | have been tn 


Congress; but | am informed that such an ad- 


journment, upon the present occasion, is absolutely 


necessary, in order to adjust the vas fixtures about 
the Hall, to render it tolerable and healthful. 

The question was put, and carried in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. SAGE. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. . 

The question was put; and the House refused 
to adjourn 

The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to be envrossed and read a third time; and 
having been put, was agreed to, 
The bill was then read a third time by its title. 

Mr. ORR. [ move the previous question upon 
the passage of the till. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

‘The question was put; and the House refused 
to adjourn, 


Mr. BAYLY. TIT move that there be a eall of 





the House; and upon that motion | demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The previous 
question having been seconded, and the maim 


question ordered to be put, a motion for a call of 


the Llouse cannot be entertained. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Upon the passage of 
the bill | demand the yeas and navs. 7 
The yeas and nays were ordered 
The question was then taken, and decided in the 


negative—yeus +0, nays 107; as follows: 


, Barks 
Barry, Belcher, Benton. Bisse 


Y EAS—Messrs. Jimes ¢ Atlen, Willis Allen, B 
date li, Bocock, Brooks, 
Carpenter, Churchwell, ¢ imman, Craiwge, Joh G. Davis, 
Thomas Davis, DeWitt, Disney, Dunbar, Eddy, Edmund 
sou, Elliott, Mwing, Parley, Greenwood, Grow, Sampsou 
W. Harns, Wiley P. Harns, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Hillver, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Ingersoll, Keitt, 
Kidwell, Kurtz, Lamb. Lane, MeQuueen, Maxwell, May 
ali, Meacham, Sinith Miller, Morrison, Murray. Noble, Orr, 
Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, Ready, Riddle, Robbin 
Ruthn, Seymour, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, George W. 
Sinyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Thurston, Trout, Vail, 
Warren, Daniel BL. Wright, and Zothiecotler—70 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Atken, Appleton, Thomas 
H. Baviy. Breckiuridge, Bridges, Chandler, Chase, Clark, 
Cobb, Cotquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cut 
ting, Dawson, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell, Drum, Rastman, 
Edgerton, Elitson, Bughsh, Etheridge, Everhart, Flagler, 
Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Green, Grev, Hastings, Hester, 
Hill, Hunt, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kerr, Knox, 
Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, MeCulloch, Macdonald, MeDou 
gall, MeMullin, McNair, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, Mid 
dieswarth, Jotu G. Miller, Millsou, Morgan, Nichols Nor 
ton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Peckham, Penniigton, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, 
Pringle, Puryear, Reese, Richardson, David Riteine, 


Thomas Ritehey, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, 





Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Simiuith, Snod 
fase, Frederick P. Stanton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, Jolin 
‘Taylor, John L. Taylor, Tracy, Tweed, Upham, Wade, 
Walbndge , Watker, Walley, Wal-t. elit B.Wastburne, 
Wells, Johu Wentworth, | ippan Wentworth Westbrook , 
Wheeler, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates—107. 


So the bill did not pass, 


Mr. MACDONALD. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the Elouse refused to pass the bill, 
and tolay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. On that mo- 
tion L demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CHLURCHWELL. I call for tellers on 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MceMULLIN. Imovethat this House do 
now adjourn. 

| Loud cries of ** Not’? & No!?’} 

Mr. ROBBINS. 1 eal! for tellers on that mo- 
tion. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Sarr and 
CHURCHWELL Were appointed. 

‘The question was then put; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 71, noes 83. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The House was then divided on the demand 
for the yeas and nays on Mr. Macponatp’s mo- 
tion; and there were 26 in the atfirmative. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 call for tellers on 
the yeas and nays. ‘They were called for before 
the vote on the adjournment. 

Tellers were not ordered, only 23 members 
rising in the affirmative, 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Count the other side. 

The SPEA KK ER pro tempore, { Mr. Joni S, of 
Tennessee.) It does not make uly difference. It 
requires one fifth of the members present to order 
the yeas and nays; and, in the opinion of the pres- 
ent occupant of the chair, the yeas and nays have 
already been ordered—26 members having voted 
for them. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair holds 
that that motion is not in order, the House having 
just decided that question by refusing to adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered on the motion of the gentleman from 
Maine siiice the last motion to adjourn was made 
and voted on. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think 
that that is such action as would authorize him to 
entertain another motion to adjourn now. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move that there 
be a call of the House; and upon that motion | 
demand the yeasand nays. I want to have a full 
vote upon this q iestion, 

The veas and nays were ordered. e 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

[Cries of ** Yes!’ **No!’?? §* Pass the bill 
first.” 

Mr. WHEELER. 1 demand tellers on the 
question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ricnarpson 
and WHEELER were appointed. 

The question was taken,and the House refused 
to adjourn; there being, on a division—ayes 77, 
noes 79. 
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iCrtes of ** Call the rol * Call the ro 


‘The roll was then ealled nd there were 322 in 
the atlirmative, and 12s in the negative. 


So the motion to order a « oO 


the House was 
not avreed to 
Phe SPEAKER pro tempore. The 


is on laying the motion to reconsider 


weston now 
the table. 
On that question the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Mr. SAPP. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I rise to a 
question of order. 

The SPEAKER. State your point of order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. The point of order is 
that the Clerk ought to have eal ed the nat 
time: and thatif he had ealled the names it 


’ 
nes m 

oper 
time, the House would have been saved this 
trouble. 

The Chair decided against the point of order. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, but was 
interrupted by 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, does 
the Chair decide that the call for a division was 
not made before the ayes and noes were ordered ? 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair decided that the 
4 


call was not made until after the decision had 
been announced, and the calling of the roll had 


COMME ed, 


Mr. RICHARDSON, I rise to another ques- 
tion of order, and it is, that during the ealline of 


the roll no point of order ean be raised, 


Mr. WHEELER. What is the question be- 
ore the House, Mr. Speaker ? 
The SPEAK ER. "The question 8s on taying 


the motion to reconsider on the table. 


‘ 
i 


The roll was then called; and there were—veas 
106, nays 30: as follows: 
YRAS—Messrs. Aiken, James (C. Allen, Willis Allen, 


Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bocock, Breckinridge. Bridges, 
Brooks, Carpenter, Churciiwell, Clark, Clingnian, Colquit 


Corwin, Craige, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De 
Witt, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Edinand-on, Ellison, Eves 
hart, Farley, Faulkner, Plorenee, Fuller, Giddings, Goode 
Green, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harns, 
Hastings, Haven, Hendrieks, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, 
Hughes, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W 

Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kittredge. Lamb, Lane, 
Latham, Lilly, Lindlev. Macdonald, Me Nair, Maev. Max 

well, Mayall, Sinith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, 
Nichols, Noble, Org, Bishop Perkins, Jobn Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillips, Pratt, Puryear. Richardson, Riddle, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe. Ruthin, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Sey 





mour, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, Gerne Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Stration, Andrew? 
Stuart, John J. Taylor Thurston, Trout, Vail, Wade, 
Walker, Warren, Jolin Wentworth, Westbrook, Daniel B. 
Wraht, and Hendrick B. Wright— 10¢ 

NAY S—Messrs Appleton, Chandler, Cox, C 
Dick, Eastman, Eddy, Etheridge, Ewing, Grey, Grow 
Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Knox, MeMautlin, Matteson, Mu 
dleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Pennington, Ready, 
Russell, Sage. John L. Taytor, Tracy, Walsh, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Wheeler, and Yates—30, 


ker 
roekKer, 





So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. I move that 
the House do now adj rurp. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Thereupon the House adjour ed, it four p m.,) 
to twelve o’e!l ick, m., on Monday. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 16, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Winiiam Hl. Minpern. 
The Journal of Thursd Ly was read and approved. 
THE STEAMSHIP SAN FRANCISCO. 
Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, l ask leave of 
the Senate at this time to submit a reso ution, to 
which | aro sure there will be no objection: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in 
structed to report upon the expediency of making snitable 
acknowledgments, and presenting testimonials to the 








: com 
manders and crews of the Britixit ship Three Bells, the 
American bark Kilby, and the stip Antarctic, tor the hu 
manity and gelantry displayed in the reseue of the sur 
viving officers, passengers, and crew of the steamshiy »san 


hig 
Francisco. 


By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to 
consider the resolution. 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I bee leave to 


say a very tew words upon the sut tot the res- 
olution. The recent catastrophe of the steamshin 
San Francisco was so unusua he perils of those 


who were on board of her were so imminent, and 


prolonved amidst such variety and intensity of 
' of 

sufferina—t} t y were SO co nected with the (10V- 
ernment, and their rescue was achieved by efforts 
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of such bold, generous, and persevering human 
ity, that the occasion seems to me to demand 
acknowledgments on the part of the Government 
which are seldom made. The wrecked steamship 
was in the employment of the Government. The 
persons rescued were, for the most part, our own 
officers and troops. 
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For nearly or quite two weeks their sufferings 


and perils were prolonged, while the shattered ship 


was exposed to the fury of the ocean under the | 


most appalling circumstances, and with the pros- | 


pect of destruction every four. Her rescue was 
effected, sir, by men who could be moved only by 


the noblest impulses, and who thus impelled, them- | 


selves encountered extraordinary risks and ,dan- | 


vers. 

The ship Three Bells, though not first in the 
rescue, may appropriately be named first, because 
she was a British ship, Though this ship was 
leaking and short of provisions, her noble-hearted 
commander and his crew lay by this shattered 
wreck for six days, straining every nerve for the 
rescue of their fellowmen; and all the accounts tes- 
ufy that nothing could exceed the tenderness and 


kindness with which those who were rescued were 


treated on board of that ship. 

The bark Kilby was American, and was the 
first in the rescue. She, too, had been storm- 
tossed and disabled in part; yet fortwo days her 
gallant commander and crew lay by the wreck of 
the San Francisco; and were then only parted 
from it by the irresistible force of the ocean. For 


two days more they cruised about amidsta stormy | 


sea in search of her; and even now that vessel isa 
wanderer amidst the perils of that stormy element; 
though, happily, many of those who were res- 
cued by her were transferred to another ship, and 
have arrived safely among their countrymen and 
friends. 


The conduct of the officers and crew of the ship 


Antarctic is equally honorable. 


Other Governments, sir, recognize and reward | 


such services as these. Very lately, Captain 
Nye, of the mail steamship Pacific, his mate and 


boat’s crew, were thanked and rewarded by the | 


British Government, in a most liberal and grateful 
spirit, for a similar rescue of British sailors. It 
becomes us, sir, to follow, with at least equal 


steps, this example; and as our Executive does | 


not possess the neceSsary means and authority, 
Congress should supply them. This will be both 
just and wise, as rewarding great merit, and en- 
couraging others to similar gallantry hereafter. 


Extraordinary heroism and humanity will al- | 


ways receive the just applause of men. But the 


public authority should furnish an enduring evi- | 


dence of the public approbation, and such memo- 
rials of it as may be honorable to the Government, 
and cherished by the brave men who have so 
richly earned them. 





BE. 
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resolution in lieu of his, calling for information. 
I do not wish to enter into any comment on the 
matter, because the information is not yet authen- 


tic, and we cannot yet act wisely, or perhaps | 


justly, towards the parties engaged in the rescue 
of this vessel, or towards those who are accused 
of neglecting to render efficient aid, without having 
the whole authentic information before the body. 

The PRESIDENT. The proposition of the 
Senator from Illinois is, to strike out all after the 
word ** resolved’’ and insert 


That the Secretary of War be requested to lay before the 
Senate all authentic information which he may possess in 


| relation to the wreck of the steamer San Francisco, and the 


loss of life and property occasioned by this disaster, the 


means employed by the Department and otherwise for the | 
rescue of the vessel and passengers, the number and situ- | 


ation of the survivors, and the nature and extent of the relief 
required by their calamitous condition. 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, the considera- 
tions which the Senator from Hlinois has stated to 
the Senate had prevented me from submitting a 
resolution for the direct action of the Senate. I 
made this a resolution of inquiry in its character, 
so that from its terms the committee would be en- 
abled to make just such inquiries as the Senator 
proposes the Secretary of War shall be asked to 
make. I do not therefore see that it is very im- 
portant; however, | am quite willing, if the Senate 
is anxious to substitute one for the other, that it 
may do so. 

Mr. GWIN. I hopethe resolution will pass as 
offered by the Senator from Maryland. Thesub- 
ject that he proposes to refer to the Naval Com- 
mittee has reference to the gallantry displayed by 
the commanders and crews of the vessels that 
relieved the persons on board the San Francisco. 
The Committee on Naval Affairs had this subject 
under consideration this morning, and has in- 
structed one of its members to introduce a resolu- 
tion trom the committee covering the subject in 
the one under consideration. Presuming that 
that portion of the subject would pertain to the 
action of the committee, | am glad to see the Sen- 
ator from Maryland entertains the same opinion, 
and has taken the initiative in this matter to in- 
struct the committee to act. 

There are several acts of legislation which, it 
seems to me, are required at the hands of Con- 
gress in connection with this great disaster, some 
of which should be matured by the Committee on 


| Military Affairs, others by the Committee on 


Commerce; and what should be done in appre- 
ciation of the conduct of those on board of the 
vessels who relieved the sufferers on board the 
San Francisco, by the Naval Committee. There 
ought to be pensions granted to the heirs and 


| legal representatives of those who were lost on 


The committee will, of course, obtain authentic | 


and official information before they report for the 
final action of Congress. 


1 have said nothing, sir, of the officers and crew | 


of the lost ship. All accounts agree as to the un- 
blenching courage, the active skill,and patient per- 
severence of her commander, who seems to have 


displayed all the qualities which give honor to the | 


character of the American seaman. What shall 
be due to him, his officers and crew, and the des- 
titute troops on board his ship, will doubtless be 
properly determined hereafter. The acknowledg- 
ment due to the rescuers, to be graceful, should be 
as prompt as possible. 


Mr. SHIELDS. If the Senator will permit me, | 


I will state that I have just come from the War 
Department, and have had a conference with the 


in relation to everything connected with the mat- 


| as well as their private baggage. 
| ment ought to provide for these sufferers by a lib- 
eral extra pay, to meet the actual loss they have 


that vessel, who were in the service of the United 
States. There ought to be additional pay granted 
to the officers, non-commissioned officers and sol- 
diers, who have been saved from the wreck. 

I have been informed by an officer of the Army 


| that they drew six months’ pay in advance, to 


give themselves an outfit; all of which is lost, 
The Govern- 


thus sustained. I hope the Senator from Lilinois 


| (Mr. Suievps] will confine his resolution to those 


questions which properly pertain to the action of 
the Military Committee, in granting extra pay; 
and that the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce will take charge of such a portion as may 
pertain to that committee, in regard to the testi- 
monials that should be given to the officers and 
crews of those ships. I think that the subject 


|| should go to the Committee on Naval Affairs; and 
head of that Department in relation to this matter. | 
I have also prepared a resolution of inquiry for | 
the purpose of ascertaining something authentic | 


ter, so that we may know not only on whom to | 


bestow thanks, but where to afford relief. This 


is a matter which properly belongs to the War | 


Department. The men who were lost were sol- 
diers, and the vessel w&s chartered by the War 
Department, and the vessels sent in search of it 
were sent by that Department. All the authentic 
information will be obtained from that Department. 
In consultation with the Secretary of War, I 
learned that within two or three days he expects 


I hope the Committee on Pensions will be in- 
structed to report a bill giving pensions to the heirs 
or legal representatives of those persons in the ser- 
vice of the United States, who were lost by this 
terrible shipwreck. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have not the slightest objec- 
tion to let the resolution of the Senator from Ma. 
ryland go to the committee of which the Senator 
from California is chairman. The _ resolution 


|| which I was about to offer is one entirely different, 


to have full and authentic information on the whole | 


subject. With the consent of the honorable Sena- 


| because it is one covering the whole ground, and | 
is one asking for authentic information in relation 


to the whole matter. Now, sir, [ intended, in 


| offering that resolution, to abstain from any com- 


ment, from a single observation either of thanks 
or otherwise, until we have full information before 


tor from Maryland, therefore, I wish to offer a || us. First, as to the nature of the disaster; second, 











| 


| That is all the object | had in view. 
| not conflict with the resolution of the honorable 
| Senator from Maryland; but I do not wish to 


| lantly, by perseverance for days and nights. 


| as to the relief which the Government was able 
| to furnish—and I understand that the Govern. 


ment was not able to furnish relief very prompt- 
ly for the want of the proper kind of vessels". 


next, as to the relief afforded by private individ- 
| uals; next, as to the number who were lost by the 


disaster; next, as to the survivors, their condition 
and the character of the relief to be extended to 
them. 

it is only information for this body that I ask 
for from the proper Department, now engaged in 
the collection of that information, having sent to 
the city of New York for officers, who are to be 
here in a day or two, to give all the information, 


It does 


commence bestowing thanks, or basing any action 


| in this body upon newspaper report merely. [| do 


not think any Senator ought to rise up here and 


single out any one individual, although I agree 


fully with the Senator from California, that if 
these reports be true, and this gallant Englishman, 


| at the risk of his own life and vessel, lay by the 


side of the San Francisco for days, and rescued 
the survivors, he is entitled to the thanks of this 
country. But let us ascertain that fact authenti- 


| cally; let us not fly off here, as we often do, with- 
| out having one particle of correct, authentic inform- 


ation. How can we distribute justice among these 
men, or how can weafford relief properly, without 
information? 1 want information immediately, 
and an officer is expected in this city to-night who 
can give that information. That is my object; 


| but I do not desire to interfere with the proposition 
| of the Senator from Maryland. 
| the committee; they will have enough to do, and [ 
| hope, as | am sure they will, do what is requisite, 
| with great ability. 


Let that go to 


Mr. MASON. I understand that the two reso- 


| lutions are entirely distinct. The resolution offered 


by the Senator from Maryland, provides for some 
appropriate testimonial on the part of Congress 
in honor of the gallantry and humanity which 
led those three vessels to the rescue of the sur- 
vivors on the wreck. The object of the Senator 
from Illinois—and a very proper object—is to in- 
quire and ascertain the facts, and see what other 
duties or obligations may devolve upon the Gov- 
ernment. 

Now, sir, I respond entirely and fully to what 
has fallen from the Senator from Maryland. This 


| isan extraordinary occasion, and one which should 


be extraordinarily met. We have not full accounts, 


| but we have facts which none can dispute, show- 


ing that the officers of these three vessels, although 
themselves disabled by the same storm, imperiled 
their own lives, and the vessels committed to them, 
in order to make this rescue; and they did it gal- 
Sut 
} want to say this also: it strikes me forcibly that 
the resolution of the honorable Senator from Mary- 
land should be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs; not from any choice between the two 
committees, but because it is the appropriate duty 
of that committee to make this acknowledgment. 
The San Francisco was chartered by the War 
Department; it was filled with troops of the United 
States, belonging to the War Department; the loss 
has occurred to that branch of the military service, 
and the acknowledgment, it seems to me, should 
come from it. The Secretary of War, under 
whose guidance this vessel was chartered, and the 
troops prepared to be sent abroad, I should think, 
would feel, very deeply feel, it a duty on his De- 
partment, and on him personally, to be responsible 
for that matter. The resolution of the Senator 
from Maryland goes only to some appropriate 
testimonial for the gallantry of the officers and 
crews of the three ships; and, with his permission, 
would suggest that the reference should be changed 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, as properly 
belonging to that committee, instead of the Com- 
mittee on Naval A ffairs. 

I would say, further, in reference to what has 
fallen from the Senator from California, that it will 
devolve upon this Government, and ought to de- 
volve upon it, to make full remuneration for the 
losses which have been sustained by the officers 
and troops who were on board that ship, and who 
were survivors; and to provide, so far as may be 
right and proper for those who are left, and the 
families of those who are deceased. But we must 
do it with care and judgment to avoid a bad pre- 





16, 





8 able 
overn- 
jompt- 
isels— 
idivid- 
by the 
dition, 
ded to 


| Task 
ized in 
sent to 
e to be 
nation, 
t does 
iorable 
rish to 
action 
Ido 
‘re and 
agree 
that. if 
shman, 
by the 
‘escued 
of this 
ithenti- 
), With- 
nform- 
27 these 
without 
liately, 
ht who 
object; 
Osition 
L go to 
y,and | 
quisite, 


‘O reso- 
offered 
yr some 
ongress 
which 
the sur- 
Senator 
3 to in- 
at other 
1e Gov- 


to what 
1. This 
should 
counts, 
» Show- 
Ithough 
iperiled 
o them, 

it gal- 
s. But 
bly that 
1 Mary- 
mn Mili- 
the two 
ite duty 
Joment. 
ie War 
United 
the loss 
service, 
should 
, under 
and the 
1 think, 
his De- 
rvonsible 
Senator 
ropriate 
ers and 
ission, | 
shanged 
properly 
e Com- 


hat has 
at it will 
it to de- 
for the 
officers 
ind who 
may be 
and the 
we must 


vad pre- 








—— 


Se a ead 


PEE 





1854. 


————[S—— 





THE CONGRESSIONAL 





GLOBE. 





sy) ll Ue 


cedent hereafter. I am willing to go as far asany | upon the information furnished, and upon the | fully respond to it: Well, sir, believing that it 
| will hasten the objects contemplated in this reso- 


gentleman can go in making a suitable testimonial. 
1 therefore think that if the honorable Senator 
from Itmors wilt withdraw his resolution for the 
present, and permit the resolution of the Senator 
from Maryland to go to his committee, it will be 
the proper reference. I say again, I do not sug- 
gest this from a desire to make any distinction be- 
tween the two committees, but because it seems 
to me that the subject belongs more properly to 
the one than to the other. 

Mr. GWIN. IL have no pride about this subject, 
and no desire except to do justice to those par- 
ties for whose benefit the resolution is intended; 
but | will state to the Senator from Virginia, that 
he is mistaken in regard.to the chartering of the 
San Francisco. The War Department shipped 
on board of it a portion of a regiment and provi- 
sions; but the vessel was open to other passengers, 
and received other passengers, and had other 
passengers on board. The great loss has fallen, 
itis true, on the officers from that regiment, be- 
cause a majority of the passengers belonged to it. 
The vesse., | repeat, was not chartered by the 
War Department; it was open to other passengers 
as other vessels were; but inasmuch as this per- 
tains to the ocean, and the subject has been 
brought before the Committee on Naval Affairs 
this morning by other members—not by myself— 
| thought it was an appropriate reference, or I 
should have said nothing on the resolution of the 
Senator from Maryland. Butas this is one of 
the smallest portions of the duty imposed on Con- 
gress, in consequénce of this disaster—the making 
a complimentary return to the officers and crews 


| 
| 


severe judgment of the Senate. In connection, 
however, with that, | must say, whatever may be 
the liability of the vessel, i cannot withhold here 
the common opinion which was expressed to- 


wards its captain—Captain Watkins. Sir, the nine | 
| cheers which were given to him on that occasion 


were the best language that can be pronounced on 
any occasion so tar as regards himself. 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, | have only one 


regret in connection with this subject—that on a 


| resolution, offered under such circumstances, and 


| with such purposes, there should appear to be 


any difference of opinion in the Senate. I do not 
think it a matter of much importance whether the 


| resolution be directed to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, or the Committee on Military Affairs. It 
would be very proper for either committee. Nor 


| do | think that the consideration should at all in- 


fluence us that the Secretary of War has instituted 


»inquirtes for the purpose of ascertaining the facts 


| 
| 


of those ships who gallantly rescued our officers— | 


it is a matter immaterial to me where it shall go. 

Mr. SHIELDS. It is wholly so to me; and I 
hope the Senator from Virginia will permit the 
resolution to remain as it stands. I agree with 
my honorable friend from Virginia, that this mat- 
ter properly belongs to the military department; 
but it matters very little to which committee it 
goes. I will therefore withdraw my amendment, 
and permit a vote to be taken upon the resolution 
of the Senator from Maryland, and submit mine 
afterwards, as an independent proposition. 

Mr. MASON. I understand that the Senator 
from Maryland has modified his resolution so as 


| 


of the case. Our committee can obtain the in- 
formation, wherever it should be. Even if in itself 
it were a little more desirable that the Military 
Committee should have been named, ! would not, 
for one, alter the resoluuen from what it 1s as 
offered. With regard to the relative amount of 
merit, what may be the relative meritorious ser- 
vices rendered by the different persons connected 
with the achievement, there is nothing in the reso- 
lution prejudging it. 

It is a simple direction to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs tu inquire what would be a proper ac- 
knowledgment of those services in respect to the 
several parties connected with them. If the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs find that no acknowledg- 
ment is due to any one of them, they will say so; 
if they find that more ts due to one than to another, 
they will say so. | think itisa great deal better, 
therefore, though in itself not a matter of much 
importance, to pass the resolution as it is offered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, | did not in- 
tend to occupy a moment of the precious ume of 
the Senate this morning by any remarks; but it 
seems to me that these resolutions are distinct, 
and present separate duties for the respective com- 


| mittees contemplated in them. It will be a matter 


to make the reference to the Committee on Mil- | 


itary Affairs. 

Mr. SHIELDS, I hope not. 

Mr. MASON. I hope, with all respect to the 
chairman of that committee, that it will be done. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
different to me, whether the resolution goes to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, or the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. I believe that | should have 
acquiesced in the suggestion of the Senator from 
Virginia, but I find that the Senator from Illinois, 
who is chairman of that committee, does not wish 
it to go to his committee; for that reason I decline 
to alter the reference 

Mr. BUTLER. 
gestion. lLunderstand from the Senator from Illi- 
nois, the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, that he has had a communication on this 
subject with the War Department. He has stated 
so to the Senate. It then appears to the Senate 
that the War Department has already instituted 
inquiry upon this subject, and the information to 
be communicated must come through that Depart- 
ment; and when that much is announced to us— 
that the Secretary of War has already taken the 
initiative on this subject—it necessarily must be 
under his official cognizance that we are to receive 
the information; and it, therefore, does seem to 
me that both parliamentary courtesy and propriety 
require that the subject should go to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

I do not intend to go into some of the topics 
which have been touched upon here; but the in- 
formation which shall be afforded may disclose 


It is of course a subject in- | 


I desire to make a single sug- | 


| 


of some labor for each committee to examine all 
the facts connected with the cage. It will occupy 
some time on the part of the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. It will also occupy much time on the 
part of the Committee on Military Affairs, if the 
resolution of the honorable Senator from Illinois 
be referred to it. If | understand it, they are dis- 
tinct in their character, and separate entirely in 
the purpose which dictates them. In the first 
place, the proposition was to inquire what honor 
was due to the civilians, or maritime gentlemen, 
who interfered in the rescue and salvation of the 
crew, and to relieve, if possible, the vessel. It 
is to ascertain what honor, on the part of this 
Government, would be considered either compli- 
mentary or remunerative to them. That is one 
distinct branch of the subject, and I think a very 
important one; for we have no example of a case 
so extraordinary as this—as to the fidelity of pur- 
pose with which these mercantile gentlemen lay to, 
surrounded the wreck, and rescued the crew. I 


believe, therefore, that some honor ne of this | 


Government, worthy of the humanity, and worthy 
of the daring gallantry of these men, ought to be 
rendered to them. Whatever remuneration is 
necessary to be made to the soldiers on board, 
and whatever provision is necessary to be made 


for them, or for the survivors, and the heirs of | 


those who perished, is another distinct part of the 


subject, separated and disconnected from the other | 


| entirely. 


| 
i} 


much that we know nothing of, and may touch | 
delicate questions of obligation upon the part of | 


this Government—may touch, sir, the liabilities of 
the owners of the vessel; and | have no doubt that 
it will show a very different degree of merit, so far 
as regards the conduct of the different officers 
whom we intend to honor. It is presumed—and 
] hope very properly seamapede~thet they are en- 


} 
| 


i} 


titled to all that has been indicated; but how far || 


the owners of the vessel may be subject to liabil- 
ity, | cannot undertake to gay. That will depend 


By referring these subjects to different commit- 
ties they will have an opportunity of making more 
rapid progress, and the consequence will be, that 
it will meet with more ready dispatch. We shall 
thus show the promptitude of this Government on 
occasions of tiis kind, in giving expression to its 
sense of obligation, and how it feels for the gen- 
erous conduct of those who rescued the ill-fated 
beings who were found on that wreck. It will 
show that this Government is never laggard in 
discharging its duty as the representative of a 
generous people; for whatever may be the action, 
no matter how generous and liberal towards those 
who are to be remunerated for their conduct, or 
whatever may be the expression of Congress, | 


am satisfied that the American people will cheer- | 


lution more rapidly by referring the resolution of 
the honorable gentleman from Maryland to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and the other to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and that it will 
not be offering disrespect to either the Navy or 
the War Departments, but will be simplifying 
matters and presenting them to the Senate more 
clearly, with less delay, and enable them to 
ascertain with more dispatch, and perhaps with 
equal justice, in the am 1 am in favor of refer- 
ing the resolution of the gentleman from Mary- 
land to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and the 


| resolution of the Senator from Illinois to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs. | hese are the views 
which I entertain. 1 insist that they are right. I 
have confidence in the capacity and investigating 
powers and industry of both committees; and | 
hope they will harmonize in their acts. In my 
humble opinion, this matter, to some extent, con- 
cerns the public honor. 

The question was then taken on the resolution; 


/and it was adopted unanimously. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I now offer my proposition 
as a distinct resolution, and hope it will be con- 
sidered at this time. 

The resolution, as inserted above, was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 


NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 

Mr. DIXON stated to the Senate, that when 
the hill to establish a territorial government in the 
Territory of Nebraska should come up for consid- 
eration, he should offer the following amendment: 


Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
8th section of an act approved March 6, 1820, entiled 
**An act to authorize the people of the Missoun Territory to 
form a constitution and State government, and for the ad 
mission of such State into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States, and to prohibit slavery in certain 
Territories,’ as deciares “* That in al! thatterritory ceded by 
France to the United States, under the name of Louisiana, 
which lies north of 36 degrees 30 minutes north latitude, 
slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the 
punishment of crimes whereof the parties shall have been 
duly convicted, shall be forever prohibited,” «hall not be so 
construed as to apply to the Territory contemplated by this 
act, or to any other Territory of the United Sates ; but that 
the citizens of the several States or Territories shall be at 
liberty to take and hold their siaves within any of the Ter 
ritories of the United States. or of the States to be formed 
therefrom, as if the said act, entitled as aforesaid, and ap- 
proved as aforesaid, had never been passed. 


That Senators might be afforded an opportunity 
to consider it, he moved that the amendment be 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that it had passed the bill from the 
Senate to regulate the disbursement of the contin- 


gent fund of the Senate, and for other purposes, 
| with various amendments, in which it asked the 


concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill, on motion by Mr. HUNTER, was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, that it had passed a bill to secure the 
rights of citizenship to the children of citizens born 
out of the limits of the United States. Also, that 


| it had passed the bill from the Senate to continue 


in force the act entitled **An act to ascertain and 


_ settle the private land claims in the State of Cali- 


fornia,”’ and for other purposes. 

Also, that it had passed a bill to amend an act 
entitled ** An act to divide the State of Arkansas 
into two judicial districts,’ approved March 3 
1851. : 

Also, that it had passed Senate bill changing the 


| name of the American-built steamer Falcon to that 


of Queen City; and had rejected the bill prescrib- 
mg the manner of appointing the Assistant Secre- 


| tary of the Treasury. 


COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS. 
The PRESIDENT, pro tempore appointed Mr. 


| Aven an additional member of the Committee on 


Pensions, in ‘accordance with a motion b 
Jones, of lowa, adopted January 5, 1854. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. GWIWN presented the petition of the Sac- 
ramento, Auburn, and Nevada Railroad Compa- 


y Mr. 


| ny, praying the right of way and a donation of 


land in aid of the ‘construction of their railroad; 
which was referred to the Committee on Publie 
Lands. 
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Also, a petition of the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates of the first 
reviment of New York volunteers during the war 
with Mexico, praying to beallowed extra pay while 
on service in California; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. , 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of the 
heirs of Joseph Pomroy, praying to be allowed 
arrears of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PETTIT presented the memorial of the 
Ohio Falls Marine Railrornd Company, praying 
the aid of the United. States in the construction of 
a marine railway for the transportation of steam- 
boats around the Falls of the Ohio; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, praying that stipu- 
lations may be made in our treaties with foreign 
countries to secure religious toleration to Amer- 
ican citizens who may be resident therein; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
lions. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 
inspectors of the customs and agents of the rev- 
enue at Philadelphia, praying an increase of com- 


pensation; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Commerce. 

Mr. FOOT presented the memorial of Captain 
Hiram B. Sawyer, of the Navy, praying to be re- 
stored to the pension roll, and allowed arrears of 


pension; which was referred to the Committee on | 


-ensions. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of R. M. 
Walsh, praying compensation for services as 
Charge d’Aftfaires at Mexico; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a petition of the officers of the penitentiary 
for the District of Columbia, praying an increase 
of compensation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the petition of 
the administrator of J. Dickerhoof,a soldier in the 
war with Mexico, praying a pension on account 
of disease contracted in the service; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the petition 
of E. Mayne, county judge of Van Buren county, 
lowa, praying that that county may be reimbursed 
an amount of money expended for the benefit of 
the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. COOPER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill making a grant of 
land to the State of Pennsylvania for purposes 


of internal improvement, and to establish and en- | 


dow a normal school for the education of teachers. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, | 


it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Elizabeth R. Drane, widow | 
of Anthony Drane, be withdrawn from the files of the Sen- | 


ate, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, | 


| lomatic expenses of Government for the year end- | 


it was 
Ordeved, That the documents on the files of the Senate 


relating to the claim of William 8S. Waller, be referred to | 


the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate 
relating to the claim of John P. Duvall, be referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate 


relating to the claim of John G. Camp, be referred to the 
Conmunittee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was 


: Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs and executors of 
Samuel Prioleau be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


_ On motion by Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, 
ut was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Mary P. B. Levely be 


withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Commitee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Charlee Stearns be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


VERMONT SENATORSHIP. 


Mr. PETTIT. The Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, to which was referred the resolution in ref- 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL 


erence to the right of the Hon. Samver S. Puetrs 
to a seat in the Senate, has had the same under 
consideration, and has directed me to submit a 
report. [fam also requested to present a paper in 
connection with it, expressing the views of the 
minority. While | am up, I wil! ask that the re- 


port accompanying the papers lie upon the table, | 


and be printed; and that the subject be set down 
for consideration for Wednesday next. [I am so 
directed by the committee which has had the sub- 
ject under consideration. 1 therefore move that 
the report and the accompanying papers be printed, 
and that the consideration of the subject be post- 
poned until Wednesday next, and made the special 
order for that day. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which were referred the proceed- 
ings of a meeting, in the city of Philadelphia, of the 
soldiers of 1812, asked tu be discharged from their 
further consideration, and that they be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs; whigh was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Pamela Brown, widow of the late Major General 
Jacob Brown, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill for her relief. The bill was read a first 
time and ordered to a second reading, and the re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill to divide 


the State of Ohio into two judicial districts, and | 


for other purposes, reported it back with several 
amendments. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported a bill ** providing for the payment 
for the printing of the returns of the Seventh Cen- 
sus, and for the paper purchased for said print- 


ing;’’ which was read a first time, and ordered to | 


a second reading. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs, reported the following bills; which 
were severally read a first time and ordered toa 
second reading: 


‘* A bill to increase the present military estab- | 
lishment of the United States, and for other pur- | 


poses;”’ 
‘* A billto regulate the pay and increase the ef- 
ficiency of the Army of the United States, and for 
|| other purposes;”’ and 
|| ** A billto promote the efficiency of the Army by 
retiring disabled offieers.’’ 

Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to which was referred the 
petition of John Thomas, submitted an adverse 
report thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS. The Committee on Retrench- 
ment and Reform, under the reform portion of its 
duties, has had under consideration the petition of 


; ‘fact making appropriations for the civil and dip- 


ing 30th June, 1854, and for other purposes.” 
The bill was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 


COMPENDIUM OF THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Printing 


has directed me to offer the following resolution; | 


| which I ask may be considered at this time: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate, 
—— thousand copies of a compendium of the Seventh Cen 
sus, to be arranged by the Superintendent of the Census, 
embracing the population by towns and counties; the ratio 
tables of population ; tables of nativities, births, marriages, 
and deaths; of the deaf, dumb, blind, insane, and idiotic ; 
of schools and colleges ; of aggregates of occupations; of 
churches; of newspapers and libraries; and of agrieultu- 
ral products; with illustrative notes and comparative ta 
bles: Provided, The said compendium shall be printed in 
royal octavo form, and not exceed four hundred pages. 


Mr.GWIN. What is the number of copies | 


proposed to be printed ? 
Mr.HAMLIN. The number is left blank in 
the resolution. I may state that the House of 
| Representatives has ordered one hundred thousand 
copies of this abstract to be printed. If the Sen- 
ate shall order an edition of twenty thousand 
copies it will cost $7,873. An edition of thirty 
|| thousand will cost but $10,717. As the number 
|| Increases the comparative cost diminishes. 


GLOBE. 


the clerks in the Executive Departments, asking | 
an increase of compensation, and has directed me | 
to report a bill to amend the third section of the | 





——achoneen 


thou. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Fifty thousand copies wij! 
cost about $14,000. 

Mr. GWIN. | hope the blank will be filled 
with fifty thousand, as the additional cost is yer 
—- “ I make a motion to fill the blank with 
**fifty. 

Mr. BADGER. That is even better than thir. 
ty thousand. 

Mr. DAWSON. I would inquire what abstract 
it is that is to be printed? 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator had given his 
attention to the reading of the resolution, it would 
answer his question as well, if not better than [ 
can. It specifies precisely what the abstract shall 
contain. It is, 1 think, if | may be allowed the 
expression of an opinion, the best abstract that 
can be obtained from the work, and will be eon- 
tained in an octavo volume of four hundred 
+ pages—one hundred less than the document which 
! hold in my hand, the size of which Senators 
can see. 

Mr. DAWSON. Has it yet been compiled? 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is, by the terms of the 
resolution, to be compiled by the present Super- 
intendent, but the resolution specifies of what it 
is to be composed. 

Mr. DAWSON. Iam aware of that; but the 
point which | wish to suggest is, whether it would 
not be better that the abstract should be presented 
in manuscript to the committee, and an order 
afterwards made for its publication. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The* resolution speci- 
fies of what the abstract shall be composed. 
| Mr. DAWSON. But we donot know whether 
it willcome out right or not. One abstract has 
aiready been published. 

Mr. BADGER. We must take it on trust. 

The motion to fill the blank with * fifty ’’ was 
agreed to; and the resolution, as thus amended, 
was adopted. 


CAPTAIN INGRAHAM. 

Mr.GWIN. The Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to which was referred the House joint resolution 
of thanks of Congress, and the presentation of a 
medal to Captain Duncan N, Ingraham, has re- 

uested me to report it back without amendment. 
he committee has also instructed me to ask the 
Senate to put it on its passage at this time. It is 
|| a short resolution, and I presume there can be no 
|| objection to it. 
| The resolution was read, and the Senate, as in 

Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider it. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish to submit an amend- 
ment to that resolution, but [ do not desire to have 
the subject brought up now. It is past the hour 
of one o’clock, and | think it unfair to the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. Crayton] to proceed with 
this matter now. 

Mr. CASS. Certainly it is. 

Mr. BADGER. I therefore move to postpone 
the further consideration of the joint resolution 
until to-morrow. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 

CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
+ motion submitted by Mr. Cass on the Sth instant, 
to refer to the Committee on Foreign Relations 
the message of the President of the United States 
received on the 3d instant, communicating, in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the Senate of De- 
cember 12, 1853, the correspondence which had 
| taken place with the British Government on sub- 
jects growing out of the treaty of Washington of 
July 4, 1850, since the message of the President 
of December 30, 1852. 
Mr. CLAYTON continued his reply to Mr. 
Cass, which he commenced on Thursday last. 
Mr. CASS briefly responded when the Senator 
|| from Delaware concluded. 
| Mr.CLAYTON rejoined, and after a few words 
| from Mr. CASS, , 
_ On motion by Mr. GWIN, the subject was laid 
upon the table. 
| [See Appendix for this debate. ] 


i THE SAN FRANCISCO. 

| A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, informing 
| the Senate that the House had adopted a joint 
| resolution authorizing the appointment of a joint 
|, committee of thetwo Houses of Cengress, to con- 
| sider and report on the form of acknowledgment 
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